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Course HIST 3319.001 Early Modern Europe
Professor Peter K. J. Park
Term Fall 2007
Meetings MW 4:00-5:15 p.m. Location: JO 4.102

Professor’s Contact Information

My Office Phone
School of A&H
Phone

My Office Location
My Email Address
My Office Hours

(972) 883-2152
(972) 883-6780

JO 5.704
peter.park@utdallas.edu
MW 12:00-1:00 p.m. and by appointment

General Course Information

Pre-requisite

Three hours of lower-division history

Course Description

This course surveys European history from the development of the printing press
in the 1450s to the origins of the French Revolution in 1789. Themes to be
covered are the self and society, politics and power, cultural and intellectual life,
religion, economics, and technology. Coverage extends to the Ottoman Empire
and European colonies in America, Africa, and Asia. We consider religious,
ethnic, gender, class, and regional differences as well as the continuities that form
the European tradition. Introduction to the methods and goals of historical
inquiry.

Learning Outcomes

Students will be able to (1) describe the major events and themes of early modern
European history, (2) recognize the difference between primary and secondary
sources and evaluate their historical significance for the early modern era, and (3)
create interpretations of early modern Europe based on evidence and
argumentation.

Required Texts &
Materials

Merry Wiesner-Hanks, Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789 (Cambridge UP, 2006)
ISBN: 0521005213

Gene Brucker, Giovanni and Lusanna: Love and Marriage in Renaissance
Florence, 2nd Ed. (UC Press, 2004) ISBN: 0520244958

Jean Bodin, On Sovereignty (Cambridge UP, 1992) ISBN: 0521349923

Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth-Century
Miller, Reprinted Ed. (Johns Hopkins UP, 1992) ISBN: 0801843871

Francis Bacon, New Atlantis and The Great Instauration, Rev. Ed. (Harlan
Davidson, Inc., 1989) ISBN: 0882951262

David Hume, The Natural History of Religion, ed. by H. E. Root (Stanford UP,
1956) ISBN: 0804703337

Additional required texts on the Internet

A Note on “Primary
Sources”

While story-telling is an element of historical writing, historians are different
from novelists or screenwriters. In writing about the past, historians claim to be
giving a truthful account. Like journalists, historians rely on sources for
information. More often than not, the persons who could be sources of
information for the historian are dead. Thus, historians must rely on the
documents and artifacts that such persons have left behind. The truthfulness (or
validity) of a work of history is vouched for by the evidence stemming from the
era and persons being studied (letters, governmental or legal documents,




published works, autobiographies, newspaper reports, etc.). Historians also use
non-textual artifacts (musical scores, drawings, photographs, apparel, mechanical
instruments, ruins, etc.) as sources of information and as evidence in support of
their claim about the past. In this course, we refer to such documents and artifacts
as “primary sources.” Works by historians who have for themselves analyzed and
interpreted the primary sources as well as works by other historians, we refer to
as “secondary sources.” All historians cite and list both primary and secondary
sources in their work. They care to know what other historians have said
regarding a subject as well as analyze and interpret the primary sources for
themselves.

Assignments & Academic Calendar

8/20 | Introduction to the course
8/22 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, Early Modern Europe, pp. 15-43
Lecture: Europe in the world up to 1450
Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 44-77;
8/27 http://www.cambridge.org/resources/0521808944/3045 WiesnerHanks%20ch2%20sources.pdf
(primary sources 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21)
Lecture: individuals and society, 1450-1600
Reading: Brucker, Giovanni and Lusanna, pp. xiii-xvi, 1-75
8/29 | Lecture: Florentine society circa 1450
Discussion: Giovanni and Lusanna
9/03 | Labor Day—No classes
9/05 Reading: Brucker, pp. 77-121
Discussion continued: Giovanni and Lusanna
Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 78-115 [37 pp];
9/10 http://www.cambridge.org/resources/0521808944/3048 WiesnerHanks%20ch3%20sources.pdf
(primary sources 4 [first document only], 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13)
Lecture: European politics, 1450-1600
9/12 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 116-147 [31 pp]
Lecture: European cultural and intellectual life, 1450-1600
9/17 | MID-TERM EXAM
Reading: Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the Dignity of Man
http://cscs.umich.edu/%7Ecrshalizi/Mirandola/; Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron
9/19 | http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/decameron/engDeclindex.php (First Day: Novels 11, 11;
Third Day: Novels I, 111, 1V)
Lecture: Boccaccio, Pico, Machiavelli, and the Italian Renaissance
9/24 Reading: Wie;ner-Hanks, pp. 148-183 _
Lecture: Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation
Reading:
http://www.cambridge.org/resources/0521808944/3080 WiesnerHanks%20ch5%20sources.pdf
(primary sources 3, 14 [both documents], 16); Luther, “On the Freedom of a Christian”
9/26 | http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~dee/REFORM/FREEDOM.HTM; Luther, “Against the Robbing
and Murdering Hordes of Peasants™ http://www.scrollpublishing.com/store/Luther-
Peasants.html
Lecture: Calvinism
Reading: Bodin, Six Books of the Commonwealth [On Sovereignty], pp. TBA
10/01 | Lecture: European monarchies
Discussion: Bodin’s theory of sovereignty
10/03 Reading: Vindiciae contra Tyrannos http://history.wisc.edu/sommerville/367/Vindiciae.htm
Discussion: Vindiciae contra Tyrannos
10/08 PAPER DUE. _ _ _
Lecture: witchcraft and the witch craze of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
10/10 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 184-215; start reading Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms,

pp. Xi-xxvi, 1-33
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Lecture: European economics and technology, 1450-1600
10/15 Reading: Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms, pp. 34-86
Discussion: The Cheese and the Worms
10/17 Finish Reading: The Cheese and the Worms, pp. 86-128
Discussion continued: The Cheese and the Worms
10/22 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. _216-251 _ _ _ _ _
Lecture: Portuguese and Spanish exploration and conquest in Africa, America, and Asia
Reading:
http://www.cambridge.org/resources/0521808944/3111 WiesnerHanks%20ch7%20sources.pdf
10/24 (primary sources 3, 10); Columbus’s letter to Luis de Santangel
http://www.ems.kcl.ac.uk/content/etext/e022.html#fnback37; Columbus’s letter to Ferdinand
and Isabella of Spain http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/columbus2.html;
Lecture: TBA
10/29 | SECOND MID-TERM EXAM
10/31 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 326-348; Bacon, New Atlantis [pp. 37-83]
Lecture: The Scientific Revolution
11/05 Finish reading: New Atlantis
Discussion: New Atlantis
11/07 Reading:_Wi.es'ner-Hanks, pp. 252-283
Lecture: individuals and society, 1600-1789
11/12 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 284-325 [41 pp]
Lecture: European politics, 1600-1789
Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 348-363; Hume, “My Own Life”
11/14 | http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Texts/humelife.html
Film screening: TBA
Reading: Hume, Natural History of Religion, pp. 21-76
11/19 | Lecture: social and political thought of the Enlightenment
Discussion: David Hume and the Natural History of Religion
Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, 402-437 [35 pp]; Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations
11/21 | http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/adamsmith-summary.html
Lecture: origins of the Industrial Revolution
11/26 Reading: Wiesner-Hanks, pp. 438-483
Lecture: mercantilism, industrialization, and Europe’s economic and political domination
11/30 | FINAL EXAM at 2:00 p.m.

Course Policies

Grading (credit)
Criteria

Course grade break-down: participation 15%, 1st mid-term exam 15%, 6-page essay
20%, 2nd mid-term exam 20%, and final exam 30%.

(Participation consists in regular attendance, informed participation in discussion,
group work, quiz scores, and written exercises.)

Make-up Exams

Make-up exams are allowed in the case of illness or a medical emergency.

Extra Credit

N/A

Late Work

Late papers will be accepted, but will be marked down.

Special
Assignments

N/A

Class Attendance

Regular attendance is mandatory and counts toward your participation grade.

Classroom | Please arrive to class on time. Important announcements are made usually at the
Citizenship | beginning of class.
The University of Texas System and The University of Texas at Dallas have rules and
Student Conduct | regulations for the orderly and efficient conduct of their business. It is the

and Discipline

responsibility of each student and each student organization to be knowledgeable
about the rules and regulations which govern student conduct and activities. General
information on student conduct and discipline is contained in the UTD publication, A
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to Z Guide, which is provided to all registered students each academic year.

The University of Texas at Dallas administers student discipline within the
procedures of recognized and established due process. Procedures are defined and
described in the Rules and Regulations, Series 50000, Board of Regents, The
University of Texas System, and in Title V, Rules on Student Services and Activities
of the university’s Handbook of Operating Procedures. Copies of these rules and
regulations are available to students in the Office of the Dean of Students, where staff
members are available to assist students in interpreting the rules and regulations (SU
1.602, 972/883-6391).

A student at the university neither loses the rights nor escapes the responsibilities of
citizenship. He or she is expected to obey federal, state, and local laws as well as the
Regents’ Rules, university regulations, and administrative rules. Students are subject
to discipline for violating the standards of conduct whether such conduct takes place
on or off campus, or whether civil or criminal penalties are also imposed for such
conduct.

Academic
Integrity

The faculty expects from its students a high level of responsibility and academic
honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute
integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student
demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work.

Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions
related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission
as one’s own work or material that is not one’s own. As a general rule, scholastic
dishonesty involves one of the following acts: cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or
falsifying academic records. Students suspected of academic dishonesty are subject
to disciplinary proceedings.

Plagiarism, especially from the web, from portions of papers for other classes, and
from any other source is unacceptable and will be dealt with under the university’s
policy on plagiarism (see general catalog for details). This course will use the
resources of turnitin.com, which searches the web for possible plagiarism and is over
90% effective.

Email Use

The University of Texas at Dallas recognizes the value and efficiency of
communication between faculty/staff and students through electronic mail. At the
same time, email raises some issues concerning security and the identity of each
individual in an email exchange. The university encourages all official student email
correspondence be sent only to a student’s U.T. Dallas email address and that faculty
and staff consider email from students official only if it originates from a UTD
student account. This allows the university to maintain a high degree of confidence in
the identity of all individual corresponding and the security of the transmitted
information. UTD furnishes each student with a free email account that is to be used
in all communication with university personnel. The Department of Information
Resources at U.T. Dallas provides a method for students to have their U.T. Dallas
mail forwarded to other accounts.

Withdrawal from
Class

The administration of this institution has set deadlines for withdrawal of any college-
level courses. These dates and times are published in that semester's course catalog.
Administration procedures must be followed. It is the student's responsibility to
handle withdrawal requirements from any class. In other words, | cannot drop or
withdraw any student. You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you will not
receive a final grade of "F" in a course if you choose not to attend the class once you
are enrolled.




Student
Grievance
Procedures

Procedures for student grievances are found in Title V/, Rules on Student Services and
Activities, of the university’s Handbook of Operating Procedures.

In attempting to resolve any student grievance regarding grades, evaluations, or other
fulfillments of academic responsibility, it is the obligation of the student first to make
a serious effort to resolve the matter with the instructor, supervisor, administrator, or
committee with whom the grievance originates (hereafter called “the respondent”).
Individual faculty members retain primary responsibility for assigning grades and
evaluations. If the matter cannot be resolved at that level, the grievance must be
submitted in writing to the respondent with a copy of the respondent’s School Dean.
If the matter is not resolved by the written response provided by the respondent, the
student may submit a written appeal to the School Dean. If the grievance is not
resolved by the School Dean’s decision, the student may make a written appeal to the
Dean of Graduate or Undergraduate Education, and the deal will appoint and convene
an Academic Appeals Panel. The decision of the Academic Appeals Panel is final.
The results of the academic appeals process will be distributed to all involved parties.

Copies of these rules and regulations are available to students in the Office of the
Dean of Students, where staff members are available to assist students in interpreting
the rules and regulations.

Incomplete
Grades

As per university policy, incomplete grades will be granted only for work
unavoidably missed at the semester’s end and only if 70% of the course work has
been completed. An incomplete grade must be resolved within eight (8) weeks from
the first day of the subsequent long semester. If the required work to complete the
course and to remove the incomplete grade is not submitted by the specified deadline,
the incomplete grade is changed automatically to a grade of F.

Disability
Services

The goal of Disability Services is to provide students with disabilities educational
opportunities equal to those of their non-disabled peers. Disability Services is located
in room 1.610 in the Student Union. Office hours are Monday and Thursday, 8:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The contact information for the Office of Disability Services is:
The University of Texas at Dallas, SU 22

PO Box 830688

Richardson, Texas 75083-0688

(972) 883-2098 (voice or TTY)

Essentially, the law requires that colleges and universities make those reasonable
adjustments necessary to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability. For
example, it may be necessary to remove classroom prohibitions against tape recorders
or animals (in the case of dog guides) for students who are blind. Occasionally an
assignment requirement may be substituted (for example, a research paper versus an
oral presentation for a student who is hearing impaired). Classes enrolled students
with mobility impairments may have to be rescheduled in accessible facilities. The
college or university may need to provide special services such as registration, note-
taking, or mobility assistance.

It is the student’s responsibility to notify his or her professors of the need for such an
accommodation. Disability Services provides students with letters to present to
faculty members to verify that the student has a disability and needs accommodations.
Individuals requiring special accommodation should contact the professor after class
or during office hours.




Religious Holy
Days

The University of Texas at Dallas will excuse a student from class or other required
activities for the travel to and observance of a religious holy day for a religion whose
places of worship are exempt from property tax under Section 11.20, Tax Code,
Texas Code Annotated.

The student is encouraged to notify the instructor or activity sponsor as soon as
possible regarding the absence, preferably in advance of the assignment. The student,
so excused, will be allowed to take the exam or complete the assignment within a
reasonable time after the absence: a period equal to the length of the absence, up to a
maximum of one week. A student who notifies the instructor and completes any
missed exam or assignment may not be penalized for the absence. A student who fails
to complete the exam or assignment within the prescribed period may receive a
failing grade for that exam or assignment.

If a student or an instructor disagrees about the nature of the absence [i.e., for the
purpose of observing a religious holy day] or if there is similar disagreement about
whether the student has been given a reasonable time to complete any missed
assignments or examinations, either the student or the instructor may request a ruling
from the chief executive officer of the institution, or his or her designee. The chief
executive officer or designee must take into account the legislative intent of TEC
51.911(b), and the student and instructor will abide by the decision of the chief
executive officer or designee.

Off-Campus
Instruction and
Course Activities

Off-campus, out-of-state, and foreign instruction and activities are subject to state law
and University policies and procedures regarding travel and risk-related activities.
Information regarding these rules and regulations may be found at
http://www.utdallas.edu/BusinessAffairs/Travel_Risk_Activities.htm.
Additional information is available from the office of the school dean.

These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor.
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