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Course Information 

Course number: CS 1336.003 

Course Title:  Programming Fundamentals 

Credit Hours:  3 

Professor Contact Information 

Instructor:   Charles O. Shields, Jr., Ph.D. 

Office:   ECSS 3.606 

Office phone:  972-883-2050 

Office hours:   Mon and Wed, 4:00pm – 4:30pm; Tues and Thurs:  2:45pm – 3:45pm 

Email:   cshields@utdallas.edu 

 

TA:    

Office:    

Office hours:    

Email:    

Course Pre-requisites and Co-Requisite 

There are no pre-requisites for this course.  It is assumed for all students that this is a first course in 

computer programming.   

 

There is, however, a co-requisite, which is a lab section that runs concurrently with our section, but 

is independent of it.  That course is CS1136.  Every student in CS1336 must be registered for 

CS1136 as well.  

Catalog Description 

Programming Fundamentals. Introduction to computers. Primitive data types, variable 

declarations, variable scope, and primitive operations. Control statements. Methods/functions. 

Arrays, and strings using primitive data arrays. Output formatting. Debugging techniques. Designed 

for students with no prior computer programming experience. This class cannot be used to fulfill 

degree requirements for majors in the School of Engineering and Computer Science. Co-requisite: 

mailto:cshields@utdallas.edu


CS1336.003 – Syllabus  Page:  2 
 
 

CS 1136.  Note that a grade of C or better is required in order to register for CS 1335 or CE/CS/TE 

1337. 

Required Textbook 

Our official textbook is: 

 

Starting Out With C++, From Control Structures through Objects, Ninth Edition, by Tony Gaddis, 

Addison Wesley, 2018. 

 

However, you may also use the eighth edition: 

 

Starting Out With C++, From Control Structures through Objects, Eighth Edition, by Tony Gaddis, 

Addison Wesley, 2015. 

 

These books come in three flavors, a hard copy version, an electronic version, and a loose leaf 

version.  On CourseBook, the hardcopy version is indicated with a (W/BIND-IN ACCESS) 

designation.   

 

Additional course materials, such as assignments, sample programs, and other materials will be available 

as well.  Please refer to the eLearning site at http://elearning.utdallas.edu.   

Student Learning Objectives 

Our goal this semester is to cover specifically Chapters 1 through 7 in the Gaddis text.  This will 

take us through the basic control structures and arrays.  If there is time, we will examine sorting and 

searching algorithms as described in Chapter 8.   

 

After successful completion of this course, the student should have an: 
 

1. Ability to develop algorithmic solutions for use on computers - Chapter 1-8 

 

2. Ability to perform console input and output, utilize basic operators, and perform sequential 

processing—Chapters 2 & 3.  

 

3. Ability to utilize the basic control structures for selection logic – Chapter 4 

 

4. Ability to utilize the basic control structures for repetition logic – Chapter 5 

 

5. Ability to perform sequential file input and output – Chapter 5 

 

6. Ability to develop programs in a functional form – Chapter 6 

 

7. Ability to process data in arrays – Chapter 7 

http://elearning.utdallas.edu/
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Support Notes 

Emails to Instructor: 

If time permits, I will do my best to answer emails in a timely fashion.  However, since I have 

several classes this semester, it is important that you include your class information as the first 

element in the subject line of your email.  For this class, the subject lines of your emails should start 

with “CS1336.003.”  After that, you can say whatever you want.   

 

As an example, let us say that you wanted to ask a question about the final exam.  Then the subject 

line should be something like:  “CS1336.003– Final Exam.”  Having an indicator like this of your 

class and section numbers will help tremendously in processing the various emails this semester. 

 

This is a requirement, not a request.  For those who do not comply, I’ll send back a brief reminder 

message and then wait for the information before I respond.   

Questions about homeworks and other issues 

All homework assignments will be graded by the TA’s, and they will control the database for that 

side of the course as well.  Therefore, if you have any questions at all concerning the homework 

assignments, please speak with the TA about it first.  Note that even if you were to approach me 

first, we would still have to go back to the TA to find out what happened.  Consequently, it will 

save time on all sides if you simply start with the TA’s when you are trying to resolve a homework 

related problem. 

 

If for any reason you are dissatisfied with the result, please come see me about the issue and we will 

get it straightened out.  You have every right to pursue any issue that concerns you.  I’m on your 

side and will always work with you to find a reasonable solution. 

Scantron Forms 

All exams and quizzes this semester will be taken by using a scantron form.  The particular scantron 

form we will be using is Form #19641, which can be obtained from the UTD bookstore.  We will 

probably use around 8 or 9 of them this semester, and the first use will occur within the first few 

weeks of the semester.  Therefore, it is important to get a set of these early on.  

 

You are responsible for providing both the scantron forms and the No. 2 pencils necessary to use 

them for all exams and quizzes.  They will not be provided by the department.  Since we may have 

pop quizzes this semester, you should bring some scantrons to class every day. 

 

Please be careful to keep the scantron forms flat.  We suggest storing them in a book or folder 

where they will not be bent or folded.  If they are bent or folded in any way, the scantron machine 

will pull them into the machine anyway in an attempt to scan them.  This usually destroys the 

scantron form, rendering the data on it unreadable.    
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For identification on the scantron forms we will be using a one to two digit number called the Exam 

ID.  This number will be provided to you in a field on eLearning before we take our first quiz.  It is 

your responsibility to obtain the Exam ID number and have it with you for all quizzes and exams.  

Failure to put the Exam ID on a quiz or an exam will result in a penalty.  This includes not having 

the number correctly bubbled in on the scantron form.   

Study Suggestions 

Our textbook is really quite good for our purpose.  As you will see, each chapter is organized very 

well, with goals and learning points clearly stated.  In addition, most chapters in the book are 

divided into sections, and most of the sections have study points associated with them, what the 

authors call “Check Points.”  These are a series of study questions and suggestions the authors have 

provided at the end of most sections to help solidify what was learned in those sections. 

 

To supplement this material, I have written a series of study suggestions for each section as well.  

These are in the form of PowerPoint slides and may be found in the “Study Suggestions” folder on 

eLearning.  Oftentimes my study suggestions will either repeat or be very similar to the author’s 

Check Points, but in most cases I tried to extend what the authors have provided, to carry the 

material a little further and more deeply.  I might, for example, ask you to perform an experiment in 

C++, to determine the answer to a question that is not indicated in the book.  I won’t tell you the 

answer to that question, but will depend on you to discover it for yourself.   

 

You do not have to turn in your answers to my study suggestions, or for the Check Points in the 

book.  But you do need to realize that I consider them fair game for both the quizzes and the exams.  

Any question asked in one of my study suggestions or in a section Check Point in the book, or any 

variation of such a question, could show up on a quiz or an exam.   

 

The purpose of this strategy is to encourage you to be proactive with the material, to study from 

class-to-class and not from test-to-test, and to take responsibility for what you know and what you 

don’t know.  The Study Suggestions and Check Points are just that, check points for your current 

state of knowledge.  If there is something in those ongoing points that is unclear to you, then you 

must take responsibility for that fact and do something about it.  Waiting passively in that situation 

is the worst thing you can do.  Obviously, I have no way of determining what you know and what 

you don’t know until after a test (or quiz), at which time it is too late.  You must take responsibility 

for knowing what you need to know before the test, so you can make a good grade.  The Study 

Suggestions are intended to help you make that determination. 

 

Please be aware of these study suggestions and check points and work them on an ongoing basis as 

the semester proceeds.  If you do that, and couple those efforts with some other suggestions I’m 

going to make, you’ll find the exams and quizzes to be a piece of cake.  You will ace this course 

without cracking a sweat, and will learn some things that will help you in many other courses going 

forward.  
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Course Tools 

C++ Compiler 

All of the programs we write this semester will be in C++, and we will be using C++ compilers to 

generate them.  It is not essential that you use a particular C++ compiler (e.g., Code Blocks, 

Eclipse, XCode, Visual Studio).  It is, however, essential that the TA’s are able to compile and run 

your programs on their machines.  It is your responsibility to make sure your programs follow the 

standards that are outlined in class so they can be compiled by the compilers the TA’s will be using, 

even if you are using a different compiler.   

 

A good compiler for us is Visual Studio C++ 2019 Community or Professional Edition.  The 

Community version is free to anyone.  The Professional version is free to UTD students, although 

obtaining free access may require DreamSpark.  We recommend Visual Studio 2019 Community 

for this class.  It can be obtained here:  

 

https://www.visualstudio.com/vs/ 

 

If you don’t have a Microsoft account, you can create one for free here:  

 

https://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&rpsnv=12&ct=1420922768&rver=6.5.6510.0&wp=

SAPI&wreply=https:%2F%2Faccount.live.com%2F&lc=1033&id=38936&mkt=en-

US&uaid=3b033bfa8a294d318bb6ef9a773713c9 

 

For Mac users, the situation is somewhat different, and I recommend one of two options.  First, for 

those who want to run in a pure Mac environment, the XCode compiler is quite good.  This is a 

professional level compiler that is used by many Mac developers.  It provides real time syntax 

highlighting and many other features found in the best compilers.  The second option is to obtain a 

Windows emulator and run VC++ in the emulator.  (“Parallels” is probably the best example of 

this.)  Both of these solutions work quite well and have been used by many students in the past.  It is 

important to note, however, that both the instructor and the TAs will be using Windows based 

compilers, and are not really able to offer tech support for the Mac environment.   

 

If you intend to use your own computers to write the class assignments, it is important that you get a 

compiler downloaded, installed, and running on your computer as soon as possible.  If you don’t 

have a computer, or if you’re having problems getting a compiler installed, you should write your 

programs in the labs until the problems are resolved.  In either case, please be aware that you are 

responsible for getting the programming assignments written and turned in on time.  Since there 

are many computers available on campus, problems with your local machines will not be 

accepted as an excuse for not doing the assignments.   

Files Related to the Compiler 

If you look in the “Supplemental Files” folder on eLearning, you’ll find a couple of files that will 

help with the compiler and with your homework assignments.   

https://www.visualstudio.com/vs/
https://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&rpsnv=12&ct=1420922768&rver=6.5.6510.0&wp=SAPI&wreply=https:%2F%2Faccount.live.com%2F&lc=1033&id=38936&mkt=en-US&uaid=3b033bfa8a294d318bb6ef9a773713c9
https://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&rpsnv=12&ct=1420922768&rver=6.5.6510.0&wp=SAPI&wreply=https:%2F%2Faccount.live.com%2F&lc=1033&id=38936&mkt=en-US&uaid=3b033bfa8a294d318bb6ef9a773713c9
https://login.live.com/login.srf?wa=wsignin1.0&rpsnv=12&ct=1420922768&rver=6.5.6510.0&wp=SAPI&wreply=https:%2F%2Faccount.live.com%2F&lc=1033&id=38936&mkt=en-US&uaid=3b033bfa8a294d318bb6ef9a773713c9
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The first is “Creating a Project in VS 2015.”  This file gives step-by-step instructions for creating 

a project in Visual Studio 2015 and for running your code.  It also describes the naming conventions 

we’ll be using this semester for our source code files.  It ends by specifying some settings that need 

to be changed within the compiler environment (e.g., three space (not tab) indentation).   

 

The second file is “Formatting Instructions for Assignments.”  This file describes the formatting 

requirements we’ll be following this semester.  These requirements will be part of the grade you 

receive for each assignment.   

 

Note that in the “Model Solutions” folder, we’ve included some model solutions to non-homework 

problems that illustrate these formatting requirements and how they work.   

Help Desk 

For help with issues regarding your computer, UTD maintains a walk-in help desk.  Visit their Web 

site for details: 

 

http://www.utdallas.edu/ir/helpdesk/ 

Tutoring 

CS1336 is heavily supported by our department, and as part of that support we maintain a 

mentoring center that offers programming assistance.  This center is called the CSMC (Computer 

Science Mentoring Center).  The schedule for the CSMC usually comes out a couple of weeks after 

the semester begins, and of course, once it has been released, I will make it available to you. 

 

In addition, it is part of the TA’s job to help you, so please feel free to engage with him/her at any 

time.  And, of course, I’ll be happy to help as well.   

Grading Elements 

Optional Ad Hoc 

The “Optional Ad Hoc” category refers to things that I may or may not add during the course of the 

semester.  As you will see in the grade demarcation section below, I am allowing 5% for this 

category.  What fills this category is entirely at my discretion, and I will make those judgments as 

the semester progresses.   

Attendance Policy 

Attendance will be taken this semester and is worth 5% of the total grade.  You can have three unexcused 

absences at any time during the semester without an effect on your grade.  After that, however, further 

absences will affect your grade on a prorated basis.   

http://www.utdallas.edu/ir/helpdesk/
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Of course, some absences are automatically excused by the school and won’t count against you.  These 

include absences for sporting events (if you’re a member of a UTD sports team) and other situations.  If any 

of these apply to you, just contact me beforehand and we’ll make arrangements for it.  In addition, absences 

for medical reasons will be excused with documentation.   

 

In addition to the above policy, there is now a departmental requirement that focuses on consecutive missed 

days.  Three consecutive unexcused absences will result in a penalty of one letter grade.  Four consecutive 

unexcused absences will result in being dropped from the class.  

Quizzes 

There will be several quizzes this semester.  Most of them will be announced and they will generally occur 

on the first class day of a given week.  For example, in a Monday – Wednesday section, I may announce on a 

Wednesday, the last class of a given week, that we are having a quiz the following Monday.  The quizzes 

will all be True/False and Multiple Choice, and will be taken using the scantron form discussed earlier.  (To 

re-emphasize:  It is important, therefore, that you get a set of these scantron forms as soon as possible after 

the semester begins.)  Generally, announced quizzes will be very short, probably no more than 5-10 

questions, and we will allocate no more than 5 or 10 minutes to each one.  Since they will occur right at the 

beginning of a given class, it is very important to get to class early on those days and be ready to go.  Time is 

very short this semester, and generally we will take the quizzes quickly and move on. 

 

These quizzes have been requested by many students in the past.  Aside from the student requests, however, I 

have several other reasons for giving them.  First, I want you to have an idea of what the exams are going to 

be like, both in format and content.  The exams will also be True/False and Multiple Choice and will be 

taken using a scantron form, just like the quizzes.  Having an exposure to the format and the content is a huge 

asset, and will help everyone do well.   

 

Second, I want to encourage you to engage continuously on the course content.  To do well in this class, it is 

vitally important that you study on a regular basis.  Experience has shown that if you study from test to test, 

rather than class to class, you will not do well.  Therefore, you should study regularly and plan on spending a 

minimum of two hours outside of class for each hour spent in class.  These quizzes will encourage you to do 

that. 

 

Finally, I want you to see exactly how deeply you need to learn the material.  The quizzes will consist of 

exam-type questions, variations of which could very easily show up on the exams.  Doing well on the 

quizzes, therefore, is not only excellent exam preparation, but is also an indicator for how ready you are for 

the exams themselves.  Our exams will be challenging, and will require a deeper knowledge of the material 

than you might expect.  I hope the quizzes will make that point for you.   

 

Individual grades for each quiz will be provided, but since there are so few problems on each quiz, they are, 

as a consequence, graded very harshly.  With only 5-10 problems on each quiz, missing one problem could 

easily give you an 80% or 90%, depending on the problem.  (Note that True/False questions are worth 2 

points each, whereas Multiple Choice questions are worth 4 points each.  Consequently, the type of question 

you miss can make a difference as well, and it is rare that a grade is an even multiple of 10 (e.g., 90, 80, 70, 

etc.).)  We will compensate for this by combining all of the quiz grades into one grade at the end of the 

semester.  In effect, the quizzes can be thought of as one big test that is taken in parts and at different times 

throughout the semester.  In addition, the final quiz grade will be curved upwards for all students who did not 

have a 100% average.   
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It is very important to take these quizzes seriously.  Together they are worth 10% of your final grade, which 

represents a full letter grade. 

 

In addition to announced quizzes, we may have some unannounced (pop) quizzes this semester.  These will 

be entirely at my discretion and will generally be shorter than an announced quiz, perhaps 1 – 3 questions 

only.  These will also be taken on scantron forms (#19641).  

Homework Assignments, Submissions, and Late Policies 

Programming Projects:  Logistics 

Programming projects will be assigned throughout the semester.  They will be designed to 

supplement our class discussions and the textbook, and, generally, you will have a week to do each 

one.   

 

Homework assignments will usually be made on the first class of a given week, and then due at 

11:59 pm the following week.  Thus, a typical pattern for a Monday – Wednesday section would be 

to get an assignment on a Monday and then have it due the night of the following Monday a week 

later.  This means that you will always have at least one weekend to work on your assignments.  

 

All homework assignments will be submitted to eLearning.  The TAs will download them, grade 

them, and upload the resulting grade with comments.   

 

Remember that if you have any problems at all with the way a particular assignment was graded, 

see the TA about it first.  If you are dissatisfied for any reason after that, come talk to me and we’ll 

get the issue resolved.   

 

We encourage you to be very proactive on this point.  Any issue that concerns you also concerns us 

by definition, and we will do whatever we can to help you.  But you must take responsibility for 

addressing the issues in the first place.  In general, it is very important to understand why you 

missed any points, whether on homework assignments or on an exam.   

Homework File Submissions 

In this course you’ll be submitting source code files, which will have a “.cpp” extension, and output files, 

which generally have a “.txt” extension.  One thing you must discover very early in the semester is exactly 

where your particular compiler stores its “.cpp” files, which can vary from compiler to compiler.  

Obviously you need to know where your compiler stores these files so they can be uploaded to eLearning.  It 

is up to you to make sure that the correct files are submitted on time.   

 

All modern compilers use other types of files to control their projects.  These control files may have many 

different extensions.  For example, a common control file in Visual Studio is the “.sln” file.  Another 

example is the “.vcproj” file.  These files are not source code files but are used, instead, to control various 

aspects of the project and its environment.   
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A common mistake is to submit a “.sln” file instead of a “.cpp” source code file.  Please note that a 

“.sln” file cannot be used by the TA.  Therefore, a submission of an “.sln” file will be treated the same 

as not having submitted the homework assignment at all.  To avoid this problem, it is strongly recommended 

that you check your submissions after you make them to make sure they are correct.   

 

Another common mistake is to upload a file to eLearning but not fully submit it.  When this happens, a blue 

icon appears in the eLearning display.  Unfortunately, we cannot access the file if that icon is present.  It is, 

therefore, also treated as if it had not been submitted at all.   

 

In times past, some students have reported difficulties uploading files into eLearning from a laptop or home 

system.  We can all understand that these systems are sometimes not very reliable.  Nevertheless, in the final 

analysis, it must remain your responsibility to get the files in on time, no matter what it takes.  The lab 

computers, for example, can always be used to upload these files and they are extremely reliable.  Please 

leave yourself enough of a time buffer to use those lab systems if, for some reason, your home systems don’t 

work.  “My laptop failed at 11:58pm” on the date a program is due will not be an excuse.   

Late Submission Policies 

Late programming projects and homework assignments will be accepted.  However, there will be a late 

policy applied to the assignment.  An assignment that is turned in late, but is still within the first 24 hours 

after the due date, will receive a 10% penalty on the grade.  An assignment that is turned in late, but is 

between 24 and 48 hours late, will receive a 50% penalty on the grade.  And an assignment that is turned in 

more than 48 hours late will receive a 100% hit or a 0% on the final grade.   

 

I know this is a significant late policy, but it is necessary to keep the class running smoothly.  In any case, I 

encourage everyone to turn in their projects no matter how late they are.  The practice you get from writing 

them, and the feedback you get from turning them in, is invaluable.   

Study Report 

Note that both CS and CE majors have a lower bound on the grade necessary to successfully 

complete this class and move on to the next one.  CS majors must have a “C” or better, CE majors 

must have a “C-” or better. 

 

Consequently, any student who makes less than a 73 on the midterm exam is in danger of having to 

take this course again.  The only way to prevent that unfortunate outcome is to understand what led 

to your poor midterm grade and to make the changes necessary to fix it.  Obviously, if you continue 

following the same study habits and techniques that led to the poor midterm grade, you will only 

generate a similar grade on the final exam.   

 

In order to help with this analysis, any student who makes strictly less than a 73 on the midterm 

exam will be required to write a “Study Report.”  The Study Report is an essay, around a page in 

length, which details what you did wrong on the midterm and what you intend to do about it.   

 

This should be a thoughtful analysis that focuses on specific actionable items.  Study reports such as 

“I need to study harder” are not sufficient, for what does “study harder” mean?  You should think 

carefully about what the core of your particular problem is, generate at least three to five (or more) 

specific items that address those issues and which can actually be implemented, and then make an 
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internal commitment to implement them.  That is the only way to improve your performance on the 

final exam. 

 

Over the years, I’ve observed several policies that tend to lead to success.  These include: 

 

• Creating a study schedule and sticking to it. 

• Paying close attention in class and taking notes.  

• Studying continuously (not waiting until just before an exam).  

• Being proactive when a problem or point of confusion arises (taking responsibility for 

getting those issues resolved).  

• Not making excuses of any kind. 

 

In terms of its contribution to your final grade, the Study Report will be treated as a homework 

assignment and averaged in with the rest of your assignments.  The grade will be determined in the 

following way.  If you get >= 73 on the midterm exam, you will not need to write a Study Report at 

all and will get 100% on it by default.  If you make < 73% on the midterm exam, you will be 

required to write a Study Report.  If you make a reasonable, good-faith effort on it, you will get 

100% as well, but if you fail to write a Study Report at all, you will receive a 0% for it.  In all cases, 

the Study Report grade will be averaged with the rest of the homework grades and will be an 

element of the final grade calculation.  

 

Clearly the more effort you put into the Study Report the more benefit you will get from it.  Anyone 

can make a mistake on the midterm exam and generate a poor grade.  It’s how we respond when 

that happens that determines how well we will do at the end of the semester.   

Mid-term Exam 

This exam is currently scheduled for October 9, 2019.  It will be in-class, during our regular class 

hours, in our regular class room, and closed-book and closed-notes with no calculators.   

 

As a reminder, all exams will be taken on the scantron form #19641, and will consist of True/False 

and Multiple Choice questions. 

Final Exam 

The final exam schedule is usually released within the first couple of weeks of the semester.  As a 

result, we don’t yet know the official final exam date for our class.  After it comes out, I will let you 

know what our official final exam date is and update the syllabus accordingly.   

 

Note that although we don’t the exact date of our final exam, the range of dates for the final exam 

period can be found in the academic calendar which has already been released.  For example, if you 

look in the academic calendar for our semester 

(https://www.utdallas.edu/academiccalendar/files/Academic_Calendar_Fall_2019.pdf), you'll see 

that the final exam period extends from December 7th – December 18th this semester.  This is 

useful for planning purposes.   
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In general, it is your responsibility to check the academic calendar before making any personal 

plans at the end of the semester.  For example, please don’t schedule any airline flights on or 

before your final exam, or make other travel arrangements during this period.  Since we don’t know 

at the beginning of the semester when our final exam is going to be, you should not schedule 

anything between December 7th – December 18th until this issue is locked down.  Rescheduling a 

final exam is a non-trivial event and is not as easy as it may seem, so it is important for you to be 

aware of this issue right at the beginning of the semester.  We can accommodate emergencies, of 

course.  But in general, this is a significant responsibility on your part that must be adhered to.   

 

The final exam will be closed book and closed notes, just like the mid-term.  Furthermore, since we 

will have had a mid-term exam by then, the final exam will not be comprehensive.  It will cover 

only the material that we covered since the mid-term exam.   

Grading Policy 

The percentage contribution of the different course elements to your final grade will be as follows: 
 

Course Element Due Date % Contribution to Final Grade 

Optional Ad Hoc Throughout the semester 5% 

Attendance Throughout the semester 5% 

Quizzes Throughout the semester 10% 

Homework assignments, 

programming projects 

Throughout the semester 25% 

Mid Term Exam October 9, 2019 25% 

Final Exam TBA 30% 

 

Each of those grades will be averaged together according to their percentage contribution and a final number 

calculated.  That number is what will be applied to the grade demarcations listed below. 

Grade Demarcations 

This is the current list of grade cut-offs for this semester.  If the class distribution doesn’t fit well within these 

limits, however, these cutoffs may have to be changed.  If they are, they will only be changed in your favor 

(i.e., reducing the levels, not raising them).  Thus, these numbers can be viewed as guarantees.  For example, 

anyone who makes a 90 or above is guaranteed to get a grade that is somewhere within the “A” range.  

 

Except for the first row, any number that appears on the right hand side in the “Percentage” column in the 

following chart is non-inclusive.  For example, an “A” is listed as “Percentage:  93-97.”  That means that 

anyone who makes equal to 93 or above but strictly less than 97 will get an “A”.  (Anyone who makes 97 or 

above will get an “A+”.) 
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Percentage Grade 

 97-100  A+ 

 93-97  A 

 90-93  A- 

 87-90  B+ 

 83-87  B 

 80-83  B- 

 77-80  C+ 

 73-77  C 

 70-73  C- 

 67-70  D+ 

 63-67  D 

 60-63  D- 

 0-60  F 

 

Please note that the final grade calculation will be done strictly by the numbers and in a very objective 

manner.    There will be no attempt to round a grade to the next highest level, or to fudge the grades in any 

way.  It will be a purely mathematical calculation. 

 

This can have profound implications that you need to be aware of.  For example, as the table above shows, 

you need a numeric grade that is greater than or equal 90% to get a letter grade in the “A” range.  But since 

the final letter grades are going to be calculated purely mathematically, any numeric grade less than that will 

not be an “A.”   This means that an 89.95% will get a “B+” in this class. 

 

The same thing obtains at the other grade boundaries as well, including the very important “C-“ / “C” grade 

boundary.  To move on the next class, it is necessary to get a “C” or better in this one, and for that you need a 

final average of at least 73.0%.  But this policy dictates that any student with a numeric grade that is less than 

73.0% in any way, including something as close as 72.99% , will not get a “C“ and will be forced to take the 

entire semester again.    

 

If you find yourself gravitating toward some borderline condition like we’ve described above, the best 

solution is to ask yourself what you can do to increase your work effort.  Your effort and your focus make a 

huge difference in your final grade.  Take responsibility for that.  Come see me more, the TA’s more, the 

tutors more, work extra problems, answer the questions at the back of each chapter, whatever it takes.  You’ll 

find that if you take personal responsibility for your final grade, and not blame bad results on any external 

circumstances, your grades will improve radically both in this course and in the ones to follow.  

 

According to the university catalog a grade of C or better in CS 1336 is a prerequisite for CS 

1337. 

Other Course Policies 

Make-up examinations will be administered only for well-documented emergencies.  A student must make 

every attempt possible, via telephone and email, to notify the instructor that he/she will miss a scheduled quiz 

or exam prior to the scheduled date and time.  See the information below for the instructor’s policy 

regarding religious holy days. 

 

All quizzes and exams are closed book.  PDAs, computers, cell phones, other electronic devices, and 

backpacks will not be allowed at desks during quizzes and examinations 
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Extra credit work will not be given to individual students. 

 

There is a strong, direct correlation between class attendance and class performance.  Students who regularly 

attend class tend to make significantly higher final grades than those who do not.   

 

Students are expected to be respectful to each other and to the course instructor.  Disruptive behavior in the 

classroom will not be tolerated. 

 

Grade Dispute: All grade disputes must be discussed/resolved by the student with instructor within a week of 

posting. 

 

 

Field Trip Policies 

Off-campus Instruction and Course Activities 

 
Off-campus, out-of-state, and foreign instruction and activities are subject to state law and University policies and 

procedures regarding travel and risk-related activities.  Information regarding these rules and regulations may be 

found at the website address http://www.utdallas.edu/BusinessAffairs/Travel_Risk_Activities.htm.  Additional 

information is available from the office of the school dean.  Below is a description of any travel and/or risk-related 

activity associated with this course. 

 

No off-campus activities or field trips are scheduled for this course. 

 

 

Sharing Confidential Information 

 

Students considering sharing personal information in email, in person, or within assignments or exams 

should be aware that faculty members and teaching/research assistants are required by UT Dallas policy to 

report information about sexual misconduct to the UT Dallas Title IX Coordinator. Per university policy, 

faculty have been informed that they must identify the student to the UT Dallas Title IX Coordinator. 

Students who wish to have confidential discussions of incidents related to sexual harassment or sexual 

misconduct should contact the Student Counseling Center (972-883-2527 or after hours 972-UTD-TALK or 

972-883-8255), the Women's Center (972-883-8255), a health care provider in the Student Health Center 

(972-883-2747), the clergyperson (or other legally recognized religious advisor) of their choice, or an off-

campus resource (i.e., rape crisis center, doctor, psychologist). Students who are sexually assaulted, harassed, 

or victims of sexual misconduct, domestic violence, or stalking, are encouraged to directly report these 

incidents to the UT Dallas Police Department at 972-883-2222 or to the Title IX Coordinator at 972-883-

2218. Additional information and resources may be found at http://www.utdallas.edu/oiec/title-ix/resources. 

 

Campus Carry 

 

The University's concealed handgun policy is posted on the campus carry website: 

https://www.utdallas.edu/campuscarry/. 

 

Student Conduct & Discipline 

 
The University of Texas System and The University of Texas at Dallas have rules and regulations for the orderly and 

efficient conduct of their business.  It is the responsibility of each student and each student organization to be 

knowledgeable about the rules and regulations which govern student conduct and activities.  General information on 

http://www.utdallas.edu/BusinessAffairs/Travel_Risk_Activities.htm
http://www.utdallas.edu/oiec/title-ix/resources
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student conduct and discipline is contained in the UTD publication, A to Z Guide, which is provided to all registered 

students each academic year. 

 

The University of Texas at Dallas administers student discipline within the procedures of recognized and established 

due process.  Procedures are defined and described in the Rules and Regulations, Board of Regents, The University of 

Texas System, Part 1, Chapter VI, Section 3, and in Title V, Rules on Student Services and Activities of the university’s 

Handbook of Operating Procedures.  Copies of these rules and regulations are available to students in the Office of the 

Dean of Students, where staff members are available to assist students in interpreting the rules and regulations (SU 

1.602, 972/883-6391). 

 

A student at the university neither loses the rights nor escapes the responsibilities of citizenship.  He or she is expected 

to obey federal, state, and local laws as well as the Regents’ Rules, university regulations, and administrative rules.  

Students are subject to discipline for violating the standards of conduct whether such conduct takes place on or off 

campus, or whether civil or criminal penalties are also imposed for such conduct. 

 

Academic Integrity 

 
The faculty expects from its students a high level of responsibility and academic honesty.  Because the value of an 

academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative 

that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in his or her scholastic work. 

 

Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts or omissions related to applications for enrollment 

or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work or material that is not one’s own.  As a general rule, 

scholastic dishonesty involves one of the following acts:  cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic 

records.  Students suspected of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary proceedings. 

 

Plagiarism, especially from the web, from portions of papers for other classes, and from any other source is 

unacceptable and will be dealt with under the university’s policy on plagiarism (see general catalog for details).  This 

course will use the resources of turnitin.com, which searches the web for possible plagiarism and is over 90% effective. 

 

Email Use 

The University of Texas at Dallas recognizes the value and efficiency of communication between faculty/staff and 

students through electronic mail. At the same time, email raises some issues concerning security and the identity of each 

individual in an email exchange.  The university encourages all official student email correspondence be sent only to a 

student’s U.T. Dallas email address and that faculty and staff consider email from students official only if it originates 

from a UTD student account. This allows the university to maintain a high degree of confidence in the identity of all 

individual corresponding and the security of the transmitted information.  UTD furnishes each student with a free email 

account that is to be used in all communication with university personnel. The Department of Information Resources at 

U.T. Dallas provides a method for students to have their U.T. Dallas mail forwarded to other accounts. 

 

Withdrawal from Class 

 
The administration of this institution has set deadlines for withdrawal of any college-level courses. These dates and 

times are published in that semester's course catalog. Administration procedures must be followed. It is the student's 

responsibility to handle withdrawal requirements from any class. In other words, I cannot drop or withdraw any student. 

You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you will not receive a final grade of "F" in a course if you choose not 

to attend the class once you are enrolled. 

 

Student Grievance Procedures 

 
Procedures for student grievances are found in Title V, Rules on Student Services and Activities, of the university’s 

Handbook of Operating Procedures. 
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Procedures for student grievances are found in university policy UTDSP5005 (http://policy.utdallas.edu/utdsp5005).  In 

attempting to resolve any student grievance regarding grades, evaluations, or other fulfillments of academic 

responsibility, it is the obligation of the student first to make a serious effort to resolve the matter with the instructor, 

supervisor, administrator, or committee with whom the grievance originates (hereafter called “the respondent”).  

Individual faculty members retain primary responsibility for assigning grades and evaluations.  If the matter cannot be 

resolved at that level, the grievance must be submitted in writing to the respondent with a copy of the respondent’s 

School Dean.  If the matter is not resolved by the written response provided by the respondent, the student may submit a 

written appeal to the School Dean.  If the grievance is not resolved by the School Dean’s decision, the student may 

make a written appeal to the Dean of Graduate or Undergraduate Education, and the deal will appoint and convene an 

Academic Appeals Panel.  The decision of the Academic Appeals Panel is final.  The results of the academic appeals 

process will be distributed to all involved parties. 

 

Copies of these rules and regulations are available to students in the Office of the Dean of Students, where staff 

members are available to assist students in interpreting the rules and regulations. 

 

Incomplete Grade Policy 
 

As per university policy, incomplete grades will be granted only for work unavoidably missed at the semester’s end and 

only if 70% of the course work has been completed.  An incomplete grade must be resolved within eight (8) weeks from 

the first day of the subsequent long semester.  If the required work to complete the course and to remove the incomplete 

grade is not submitted by the specified deadline, the incomplete grade is changed automatically to a grade of F. 

 

Disability Services 
 

The goal of Disability Services is to provide students with disabilities educational opportunities equal to those of their 

non-disabled peers.  Disability Services is located in room 1.610 in the Student Union.  Office hours are Monday and 

Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; and Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 

The contact information for the Office of Disability Services is: 

 

The University of Texas at Dallas, SU 22 

PO Box 830688 

Richardson, Texas 75083-0688 

(972) 883-2098 (voice or TTY) 

Email:  studentaccess@utdallas.edu 

 

Essentially, the law requires that colleges and universities make those reasonable adjustments necessary to eliminate 

discrimination on the basis of disability.  For example, it may be necessary to remove classroom prohibitions against 

tape recorders or animals (in the case of dog guides) for students who are blind.  Occasionally an assignment 

requirement may be substituted (for example, a research paper versus an oral presentation for a student who is hearing 

impaired).  Classes enrolled students with mobility impairments may have to be rescheduled in accessible facilities.  

The college or university may need to provide special services such as registration, note-taking, or mobility assistance. 

 

It is the student’s responsibility to notify his or her professors of the need for such an accommodation.  Disability 

Services provides students with letters to present to faculty members to verify that the student has a disability and needs 

accommodations.  Individuals requiring special accommodation should contact the professor after class or during office 

hours. 

 

Religious Holy Days 

The University of Texas at Dallas will excuse a student from class or other required activities for the travel to and 

observance of a religious holy day for a religion whose places of worship are exempt from property tax under Section 

11.20, Tax Code, Texas Code Annotated. 

http://policy.utdallas.edu/utdsp5005
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The student is encouraged to notify the instructor or activity sponsor as soon as possible regarding the absence, preferably 

in advance of the assignment.  The student, so excused, will be allowed to take the exam or complete the assignment 

within a reasonable time after the absence: a period equal to the length of the absence, up to a maximum of one week. A 

student who notifies the instructor and completes any missed exam or assignment may not be penalized for the absence. 

A student who fails to complete the exam or assignment within the prescribed period may receive a failing grade for that 

exam or assignment. 

If a student or an instructor disagrees about the nature of the absence [i.e., for the purpose of observing a religious holy 

day] or if there is similar disagreement about whether the student has been given a reasonable time to complete any missed 

assignments or examinations, either the student or the instructor may request a ruling from the chief executive officer of 

the institution, or his or her designee. The chief executive officer or designee must take into account the legislative intent 

of TEC 51.911(b), and the student and instructor will abide by the decision of the chief executive officer or designee. 

These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor. 


