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This seminar program offers an introduction to the arts of the Islamic world. Using material that
covers a wide time and geographical span (from the 7th century onwards and from the Western 
Mediterranean to South Asia), the seminar explores the main characteristics of the visual language of 
the Islamic world in its color and exuberance, its form and spirit. The seminar focuses on topics 
related to narrative and representation, cross cultural exchange, and innovative approaches, 
highlighting what distinguishes the identity of “Islamic art”. It looks in depth at the role of 
calligraphy, geometry, so-called ‘arabesque’, the question of figural representation. The course also 
looks closely at some of the styles and major techniques of artistic production that reached a 
remarkable height in the arts of the Islamic world, such as luster-painted pottery. The seminar will 
engage students in close study of the art of the object and the cultural dimension objects carry, 
focussing on the intimate link between aesthetics and culture. The course aims to build an 
understanding of Islamic art and culture, in its diversity and unity. It uses the Keir Collection at the 
DMA as a major resource to illustrate the topics taught, as well as examples from world collections 
of Islamic art.

Professor Contact Information 
Dr. Sabiha Al Khemir 
Distinguished Research Professor 
Email: 
sxk160330@utdallas.edu 
sabiha.khemir@gmail.com 

Dr. Melia Belli Bose 
Teaching Assistant 
Email: Melia Belli <bellibose@uvic.ca> 

Academic Calendar:

Lecture 1: January 12 
Held on UTD campus ATC ROOM 2.800

Historical context

mailto:sxk160330@utdallas.edu


Lecture 2: January 19

Calligraphy I

Lecture 3: January 26

Calligraphy II

Lecture 4: February 2

Discussion of Calligraphy assignment

Lecture 5: February 9

Image and Islam: The Question of Figural representation 

Lecture 8: February 16

Discussion of assignment on figural image

Lecture 9: February 23

Pattern and symbolism: Geometry and the arabesque 

Lecture 10: March 2

Discussion of assignment on Pattern

Lecture 11: March 9

Ceramics

SPRING BREAK

Lecture 12: March 23 

Metalwork 

Lecture 13: March 30 

Arab Painting 

Lecture 14: April 6 

Persian Painting 



Lecture 15: April 13 

Discussion of assignment on Painting 

Lecture 16: April 20 

Contemporary Art from the Islamic world 

Lecture 17: April 27 

General discussion 

READING DAY:  
EXAM: May 2 - 8  
GRADES Due: May 9-11 

READING LIST: 

All books are on reserve at the McDermott Library. 
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