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Criminology Program  
Course Syllabus 

 
CRIM 2316 Section 001 (85478) 

Corrections 
Fall Semester 2016 

MWF 9:00 am – 9:50 am 
Room:  GR 2.530 

Syllabus revision date: 5/4/2016 
 

I.  Professor Contact Information:  Dr. O. Elmer Polk, Green Hall, Office #2.208, elmer.polk@utdallas.edu, telephone 
972-883-2983. Students are required to use the message tool within your eLearning homepage as the primary method of 
communication. Your professor checks messages several times per day and you can normally expect a response within 
24 hours or sooner.  
 
Office Hours:  Students are welcome to contact the professor at any time before or after each class meeting, at the 
above telephone number or email address, or at any other time available to both the student and the professor. Posted 
office hours for the Fall are 11 am-12 pm on MWF. 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant: Your teaching assistant for this class is not assigned at the time of the posting of this 
syllabus. Name and contact information for your TA, if any, will be provided during the first week of class.  
 
II. Technical Support: If you experience difficulties with your UTD account you may send an email to 
assist@utdallas.edu or call the UTD Computer Helpdesk at 972-883-2911. 
 
III. Course Description: This course introduces students to the history and background of American corrections and the 
fundamental theories of punishment and treatment. Emphasis will be placed on the policies, practices, and issues within 
the correctional system. The incarceration of criminal populations in jails and prisons, and the expansion of community 
based corrections will also be discussed. 
 
IV. Learning Outcomes: 

A. Provide an overview of the development of the use of institutions and community reintegration programs as 
correctional processes and the philosophies of punishment utilized in their justification. 

B. Provide an overview of practices, traditions and instruments used prior to the development of the use of 
institutions, probation, and parole. 

C. Increase students' ability to critically read corrections literature and differentiate scholarly literature from 
practitioner and mass media sources. 

D. Introduce students to possible abuses of correctional facilities and processes. 
E. Introduce students to contemporary legal requirements in using institutions as a control mechanism and explore 

corresponding constitutional rights and their limitations as reflected by their knowledge of leading legal court 
opinions and decisions. 

F. Differentiate varying types of correctional processes and functions, staffing and organizational variables, and 
career opportunities. 

 

V.  Required Textbook and course materials:  Corrections in America: An Introduction, 14th ed. (2016). By Harry 

E. Allen, Edward Latessa, and Bruce S. Ponder. ISBN 978-0-13-359121-7. Pearson Publications. (Access card 

is not required). Additionally, students are required to read appropriate, current criminal justice journal articles and 

internet materials as assigned. 
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VI. Grades will be posted based on the following scale: A+=98-100, A=94-97, A-=90-93: B+=87-89, B=84-86, B-=80-83, 
C+77-79, C=74-76, C-=70-73, D+=67-69, D=64-66, D-=60-63, F=0-59. Grades are based on the following events (due 
dates are in the course calendar and assignment schedule in Section VIII of this syllabus). Please note that there is no 
extra credit work available in this class and each student should strive to do his or her best work on each and every 
grading event. The mathematical rule of rounding will apply to the computation of the final grade in the course 
based on the grades received in the following events.  
 
1. Examination I (100 points). Questions from textbook, lectures and internet sites 
2. Examination 2 (100 points). Questions from textbook, lectures and internet sites  
3. Examination 3 Final Examination. (100 points). Questions from textbook, lectures and internet sites. 
4. Forum 1 Essays (100 points) Answers to five Essay questions must be submitted by the due date in this syllabus in 

essay format of 250 words minimum per answer with 3 references and the word count (references for all questions 
must be in standard APA formatting). References must be listed for each essay in a bibliography and internal cites 
must be used to show where each of the three references was used in the narrative of the answer. 

5. Forum 2 Essays) (100 points) Answers to five Essay questions must be submitted by the due date in this syllabus 
same as above. 

6. Library research paper (100 points) Each student will choose a topic from the textbook and write an 8-10 page paper 
on it being sure to include the historical development of the topic. Paper must be in APA format in font 11 or 12 with 
normal margins. Photos, tables and/or figures must be attached as an appendix and do not count in your page total. 
Bibliography must include a minimum of eight sources with all sources cited in correct APA format in the paper. There 
is a ten point per day late penalty for those papers submitted after the due date. Papers may be uploaded to the 
paper link on the eLearning homepage in the assignments folder or they may be submitted in hard copy in class on or 
before the due date.  
 

All graded events have due dates as specified in Section VIII of this syllabus. Exams must be made up within two weeks 
of the original due date.  All essays must be submitted within 10 calendar days of the original due date.  
 
Incomplete Grade Policy: As per university policy, incomplete grades will be granted only for work unavoidably missed 
at the semester’s end and only if 70% of the course work has been completed.  An incomplete grade must be resolved 
within eight (8) weeks from the first day of the subsequent long semester.  If the required work to complete the course and 
to remove the incomplete grade is not submitted by the specified deadline, the incomplete grade is changed automatically 
to a grade of F.  
 
Examinations: There are three examinations that will consist of 50-100 objective items each with a maximum score of 
100 points on each exam. Questions are taken from your textbook, powerpoints, lectures, and the internet sites identified  
in the course outline section of this syllabus. Your score will be posted in percentage scores in your gradebook with a 
maximum score of 100% on each. The professor will manually curve the class scores depending upon the highest grade 
made on each exam. The manual adjustments will be entered into your gradebook within one week of the due date for 
each exam.  
 

Essay Questions: Ten of the questions posted on the discussion board must be answered with each item worth 
20 points for a cumulative score of 100 on each forum. Five of the discussion questions must be posted from 
Forum 1 and five more posted from Forum 2 by the due dates in the course calendar & assignment section of 
this syllabus. Discussion Board items may be posted early and this is highly encouraged to avoid last minute 
problems. Questions not posted by the due dates will be reduced in grade 10 percent per calendar day. Any 
questions not received by the last day of regular class will receive a score of zero. Do not post your answers as 
an attached file because attached files will not receive a grade, ultimately resulting in a zero. Discussion 
question answers must be the student’s own original work and must be 250 words or longer. Post the 
question number and repeat the question you are answering before writing your answer. Each answer 
must be followed by the bibliographic information on three sources of information including your 
textbook and the posting must be followed by a word count. The word count does not include the 
bibliographic information or the question. Be sure to indicate through internal citations where you use 
each source in your posting. The bibliographic information and word count must be repeated for each and 
every answer and you should strive to use as many different sources as possible other than your textbook. In 
other words, please treat each discussion question as a mini-paper with three references including your 
textbook and two additional sources. Answers that are simply blocked and moved from any other site that are 



3 

 

not the original work of the student posting the answer will receive a grade of zero unless properly cited and 
the student will be referred for disciplinary action by the university. 
 
Each essay posting should answer one and only one question and must have the following format: 

1. Essay # (should be numbered with the number of the question being answered) 
2. Repeat question verbatim.  
3. Provide answer of 250 words or more (10 point penalty, or more,  for not reaching the minimum word count or 

minimum number of references references) 
4. Include internal citations in your answer showing where each of your sources was used ( no footnotes permitted) 
5. Bibliography containing three references (one of which may be your textbook) for each and every essay. 
6. Word count = ___. 

 
Attention to proper writing and correct spelling is expected in the essays and is a part of the grade received for the 
assignment. Use proper grammar and spelling and do not use any type of abbreviations or jargon not found in a 
commonly accepted, standardized English dictionary.  
 
VII. Students wishing information on the following topics and policies should visit the website following the list. Student 
Conduct & Discipline, Student Grievance Procedures, Incomplete Grade Policy, Disability Services, Religious Holy Days, 
Academic Integrity, Copyright Notice, Email Use, Withdrawal from Class, and Off-Campus Instruction and Course 
Activities: http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies.  
 

VIII. COURSE CALENDAR AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 

Please note that all chapter reading assignments made in this assignment schedule refer to readings in the required 

textbook: Corrections in America: An Introduction, 14
th
 edition (2016). Sage Publications, Inc. Additional readings are 

required in the internet sites identified in the following assignment schedule. As per the UTD Academic Calendar, fall 

semester classes begin on August 22, 2016 and end on Dec. 7, 2016.  

Monday, 8/22 Read chapter 1 in the text as well as the entire class syllabus available on the course website. Welcome to 
the class! These readings will introduce you to the course, the professor, and the expectations of you in the course. The 
topic this week is the history and development of human behaviors and the corresponding development of social 
sanctions, precursors of prisons, and prisons. 
 
Wednesday, 8/24 Continue to read Chapter 1. Retaliation, fines and punishments, early codes 
 
Friday, 8/26 Continue to read Chapter 1. Capital and corporal punishment, deterrence, emergence of secular law.  
 
Monday, 8/29 Read chapter 2. Bentham, John Howard, transportation, Maison de Force, William Penn. 
 
Wednesday, 8/31 Continue to read chapter 2. The Walnut Street Jail, Pennsylvania and Auburn systems. 
 
Friday, 9/2 Continue to read chapter 2. Move from penitentiaries to reformatories.  
 
Monday, 9/5 Labor Day. University closed. 
 
Wednesday, 9/7 Read chapter 3. The punishment ideology, retribution. 
 
Friday, 9/9 Continue to read chapter 3. Deterrence, incapacitation, rehabilitation, restoration. 
 
Monday, 9/12 Read chapter 4. Sentencing, types, purpose, the presentence investigation. 
 
Wednesday, 9/14 Read Chapter 5. Probation, history, purpose, organization.  Supervision and investigation.   
 
Friday, 9/16 Continue to read chapter 5. Felonies and misdemeanors. Conditions of probation, revocation. 
 
Required Internet Site #1: Go to the FBI’S Uniform Crime Report at http://www.fbi.gov and click on the reports and 

publications link at the left of page. Then click on Crime in the U.S. link at bottom of page. What are the primary four 

crimes of violence reported? What are the primary four property crimes? Which property crime happens the most often? 

http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies
http://www.fbi.gov/
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Monday, 9/19 Read chapter 6. Diversion and intermediate sanctions. Day reporting centers.  
 
Wednesday, 9/21 Continue to read chapter 6. classification and role of probation officer, restitution, drug courts 
 
Friday, 9/23 Continue to read chapter 6. Shock incarceration and probation. Day fines.  
 
Monday, 9/26 EXAMINATION 1 ON CHAPTERS 1-6, AND THE ACCOMPANYING CHAPTER OUTLINES, INTERNET 
SITE AND POWERPOINTS. 
 
Wednesday, 9/28 Read chapter 7. Prisons – classification of buildings and inmates, 
 
Friday, 9/30 Continue to read chapter 7. Federal prisons.  Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 
 
Required Internet Site #2:  Go to  http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/cid/cid_prison_jail_mgt.htm  and scroll down and note the 

number of regions in the state of Texas and the number of prisons in each. What is the difference between a state jail and 

a prison?   

Required Internet Site #3: Federal Bureau of Prisons. Go to http://www.bop.gov and click on Texas. From the list, how 

many federal institutions are in the Ft. Worth-Dallas area? 

Monday, 10/3 Continue to read chapter 7. Preventing escape, daily routine of prisoners 
 
Wednesday, 10/5 Read chapter 8. Reentry and parole. History and background. 
 
Friday, 10/7 Continue to read chapter 8. History of Security Threat Groups. Ad seg and disciplinary seg. 
 
Monday, 10/10 Read chapter 8. Juvenile gangs. 
 
Wednesday, 10/12 Read chapter 9. Voc-rehab, health issues, 
 
Friday, 10/14 Continue to read chapter 9. Religion in prison, educational programming. 
 
Monday, 10/17 Read chapter 10. Jails and detention facilities. 
 
Wednesday, 10/19 Continue to read chapter 10.wekend jail, PTR, jail standards and the ACA. 
 
Forum1 Essays # 1-5 due on 10/19 and must be posted on eLearning course discussion board by 11:59 pm. 
 
Friday, 10/21 Read chapter 11. State prisons, organization. The hole, the box and the shu. 
 
Monday, 10/24 Continue to read chapter 11. Classification and assignment. 
 
Wednesday, 10/26 Read chapter 12. The federal prison system. 
 
Friday, 10/28 EXAMINATION 2 ON CHAPTERS 7-12 AND RELATED INTERNET SITES, POWERPOINTS AND 
CHAPTER OUTLINES.  

 
Monday, 10/31 Read chapter 13. Private sector prisons. 
 
Wednesday, 11/2 Read chapter 14. Eighth Amendment issues.  
 
Friday, 11/4 Read chapter 14. History of the death penalty. 
 
Monday, 11/7 Continue to read chapter 14. Implementation of the death penalty. Current modes. 
 
Wednesday, 11/9 Continue to read chapter 14. Furman and Gregg. Juveniles and the death penalty, death row and death 
watch. 
 
Friday, 11/11, Read chapter 15. Development of parole.   

http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/cid/cid_prison_jail_mgt.htm
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Library research paper due at 11:59 pm today. Upload paper as a single word document  at the Paper link in the 
Assignments folder on the eLearning homepage. 
 
Monday, 11/4 Continue to read chapter 15. Types of parole. Parole boards, revocations, pardons 
 
Wednesday, 11/16 Read chapter 16. Inmate rights: Ruffin to current law. Mail, visitation, legal consequences of felony 
conviction, restoration of civil rights. 
 
Friday, 11/18 Read chapter 17. Male offenders. 
 
Monday, 11/21 University closed. Fall break. 
 
Wednesday, 11/23 University closed. Fall break. 
 
Friday, 11/25 Thanksgiving Holiday. University closed.  
 
Monday, 11/28 Read chapter 18. Female offenders. 
 
Wednesday, 11/30 Read chapter 19. Juvenile system, probation, abused and neglected. 
 
Forum 2  Essays # 6-10 due on 11/30 and must be posted on eLearning course discussion board by 11:59 pm. 
 
Friday, 12/2 Read chapter 20.  Detention, state schools. 
 
Monday, 12/5 Read chapter 21. Special category offenders. 
 
Wednesday, 12/9. Last day of classes.  EXAMINATION 3 ON CHAPTERS 13-21 AND ACCOMPANYING CHAPTER 
POWERPOINTS. Exam can be accessed on eLearning homepage in the Examination folder any time after 8:00 am on 
12/2/16 . The Exam is timed and can be accessed only one time within the scheduled time window. Exam is open-book 
and open note. Please read the on-screen instructions carefully before you click “Begin Assessment”. No time extensions 
permitted. 
 

Exam MUST be submitted by 11:59 pm on Friday, 12/9. No extensions are possible. Please 
plan your schedule accordingly. 
 
 

Comet Creed 

This creed was voted on by the UT Dallas student body in 2014. It is a standard that Comets choose to live by and encourage others to 

do the same: 

 

“As a Comet, I pledge honesty, integrity, and service in all that I do.” 

 


