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Professor Contact Information

Clint Peinhardt, Ph.D. Teaching Assistant:
clint.peinhardt@utdallas.edu Maureen Stobb
972-883-4955 mts103020@utdallas.edu

Green Hall 2.804
Office Hours TBA & by appointment

Course Pre-requisites, Co-requisites, and/or Other Restrictions

This course satisfies the second UTD Core Communications requirement; as such students should have
taken the initial core writing class. Students should also have had previous coursework in international
politics, including at least one of the introductory classes (PSCI 3328 or PSCI 4329) and International
Political Economy (PSCI 4356) is strongly recommended.

Course Description

Multinational corporations have increased dramatically in number over the last four decades, and are
now important actors in international politics. They are viewed by many policymakers as important not
only for economic development but also for the transmission of pressures for domestic policy change
wherever they operate. This course will examine multinational enterprises and their behavior from a
social scientific approach, utilizing research in economics, political science, management, and law. The
aim of the course is to understand the motivations and impacts of various transnational corporations,
and to understand their roles as actors in international politics.

Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes

Upon course completion, students should (1) understand the major theories regarding the origins of
multinational firms, (2) recognize historical differences in the importance of multinational firms in world
politics and (3) appreciate the variation of positive and negative impacts from MNC actions.
Additionally, students will also further develop their ability to write effectively, to construct effective
written arguments, to appropriately use source material, and to write for different audiences.

Required Textbooks and Materials
o None —all readings are on reserve via the library’s electronic reserves website or otherwise

available via the web.



Suggested Course Materials
e Subscription to a newspaper or weekly magazine with some attention to international business.
The Economist, The Financial Times, and The Wall Street Journal are particularly recommended.
e Schmidt, Diane E. (2010) Writing in Political Science: A Practical Guide (4™ edition). Pearson

Longman. (Just a good general reference that will be useful other classes as well.)

Assignments & Academic Calendar
Assignments marked with an asterisk (*) should be available via eLearning.

Date Topic Reading
13-Jan Intro
15-Jan Writing Workshop: Perceptions & Preconceptions Orwell 1946 and Poole 2013
20-Jan Defining MNCs, History, Heterogeneity Cohen 2007 Ch. 4
22-Jan  Why Firms Go International Hennart 2009
27-Jan Trade Cohen 2007 Ch. 9
29-Jan Choosing Foreign Markets UNCTAD 2014, Ch. 1
3-Feb Ownership Structure and Governance Gourevitch 2003
5-Feb State Capitalism and EMNCs Williamson and Zeng 2009
10-Feb Catch-up/review
12-Feb MIDTERM EXAM -
17-Feb Industrial Policy and Incentives Thomas 2011, Thomas 2014
Economic Development in North TX (Guest
19-Feb speaker: Sally Bane) TBD
24-Feb Political Risk Maurer 2013, Ch. 3
26-Feb Political Risk (Guest speaker: Meredith Wilson) TBD
3-Mar Investor-State Dispute Settlement Sweet 2006
5-Mar Political Risk Insurance Van de Putte et al. 2012
10-Mar Government Relations Jensen etal. Ch. 5
12-Mar MNCs and NGOs: Interactions; 1% Paper DUE Teegen, Doh, & Vachani 2004
24-Mar Taxation TBD
26-Mar Transfer Pricing (Guest speaker: Bill Seeger) Newspaper articles
31-Mar Corruption Kwok & Tadesse 2006
2-Apr Macroeconomic Impact Moran 2011
7-Apr Public Health Vachani and Smith 2004
9-Apr Labor TBD
14-Apr Human Rights Coll 2012
16-Apr Environment Rowlands (2001)
21-Apr Visit to TlI’s RFAB
23-Apr TBD; 2" Paper DUE
28-Apr Corporate Social Responsibility The Economist 2008
30-Apr Private Authority Cutler 2002




Grading Policy

The primary assignments in the class will be one exam and two papers, each of which will go through
multiple revisions. The exam will focus on the theory of MNCs, and will count 30% of the course grade.
The first paper will be a case study of an investment dispute; the second is likely to be a policy paper.
Each paper will count 25% of the course grade. The remaining 20% of the grade will be determined by
participation in class and in other writing exercises, primarily on eLearning (see below).

Course & Instructor Policies

elearning & Zmail

Students must regularly check UTD email, and are responsible for any class assignments made via email.
Even if a sent message is returned to the sender due to a full mailbox, students are still responsible for
the content of the message.

Attendance

Students are expected to attend all classes, although excused absences are granted with doctor’s notes
or other acceptable documentation.  Students with poor attendance records will also have low
participation grades. While lectures are designed to clarify and enhance your knowledge, they will not
be avenues to pass the course in their own right. All students should prepare adequately for class
discussions by reading the any necessary material before class.

Participation in class discussions is crucial for your own educational process. Ask questions if something
is not clear; odds are that someone else in the course is wondering the same thing. Formulating a good
guestion often helps you realize what you don’t understand. Bring to our discussions your own
experiences as well as outside readings — the success of this class will depend on it, plus participation is a
great way to show that you are prepared!

Writing Center

UTD’s Center for Student Success (www.utdallas.edu/studentsuccess) offers several resources that you
should be aware of. For our writing class in particular, the CSS’s Writing Center provides UTD students
with free consultations and assistance with individual writing assignments. Call 972-883-6736, or drop
by MC 1.206 to make an appointment.

Electronics in Class

Please be courteous to your classmates and do not use any electronic device in a way that distracts
them from course content. Students who do so will be asked to turn off the device and/or leave.
Students who bring laptops and smartphones to class will regularly be asked to use them to help us
resolve in-class questions and to contribute to the discussion.

Late Papers
Papers turned in after the deadline will be docked one letter grade for each day overdue. Those subject
to peer evaluation may not get the required feedback, depending on when they are submitted.

All the University’s policies and procedures regarding courses also apply to this course — those may be
found at http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies.



http://www.utdallas.edu/studentsuccess
http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies

These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the Professor. The
applicable version of this syllabus can always be found via the “syllabus” link on eLearning.
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