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Course  LIT 3312  Detective Fiction: Latin America 
Professor  Charles Hatfield 

Term  Spring 2011  
Meetings  T R 2:30 – 3:45 p.m. 

 
Contact Information 
 
Prof. Charles Hatfield 
Phone:   (972) 883‐2780 
E‐mail:  charles.hatfield@utdallas.edu 
Office:  JO 5.104 
Hours:  T 1:00‐2:00 p.m. 
 
 
Course Description 
 
In  this  course  we  will  study  the  emergence  and  development  of  Latin  American 
detective  fiction  through  the  work  of  writers  such  as  Jorge  Luis  Borges,  Mario 
Vargas  Llosa,  Paco  Ignacio  Taibo,  and  Leonardo  Padura  Fuentes.    Specifically,  we 
will  focus  on  the  ways  in  which  writers  have  adapted  and  even  reinvented  the 
detective genre—which has its origins in nineteenth‐century Europe and the United 
States—into one that can take on major questions related to politics and society in 
Latin America. 
 
 
Grades 
 
Final grades for this course will be assigned based on the following work: 
 
      Class Presentation       25% 
      Midterm Paper      25% 
      Final Paper        40% 

Participation        10% 
 
 
Required Texts (Off Campus Books) 
 
Borges, Jorge Luis.  Collected Fictions.  Trans. Andrew Hurley.  New York: Penguin,  

1999.  978‐0140286809 
  
Chandler, Raymond.  The Big Sleep.  New York: Vintage, 1998. 

978‐0394758282 
  
Chavarría, Daniel.  Tango for a Torturer.  Trans. Peter Bush.  Akashic, 2007. 

978‐1933354194 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Hinojosa‐Smith, Rolando.  Ask a Policeman.  Houston: Arte Público, 1998. 

978‐1558852266 
  
Padura Fuentes, Leonardo. Havana Blue.  Trans. Peter Bush.  London: Bitter Lemon,  

2007.  978‐1904738220 
  
‐‐‐. Havana Red.  Trans. Peter Bush.  London: Bitter Lemon, 2005.  

978‐1904738091 
  
Poe, Edgar Allan.  The Murders in the Rue Morgue.  New York: Modern Library, 2006. 

978‐0679643425 
  
Taibo, Paco Ignacio.  No Happy Ending.  Trans. William I. Neuman.  Scottsdale, AZ:  

Poisoned Pen, 2003.  978‐1590580387 
  
‐‐‐.  Frontera Dreams.  El Paso: Cinco Puntos, 2002. 

978‐0938317586 
  
Vargas Llosa, Mario.  Death in the Andes.  Trans.  Edith Grossman.  New York:  

Picador, 2007.  978‐0312427252 
 
 
Academic Calendar 
 
T January 11  Course Introduction 
 
R January 13  Poe 
 
 
T January 18      Poe 
 
R January 20      Poe 
 
 
T January 25      Chandler 
 
R January 27      Chandler 
       
 
T February 1      Borges 
 
R February 3      Borges 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T February 8  Borges 
 
R February 10  Borges 
 
 
T February 15    HinojosaSmith 
 
R February 17    HinojosaSmith 
                   
 
T February 22    Chavarría 
 
R February 24  Chavarría 
 
 
T March 1  Padura Fuentes, Havana Red 
   
R March 3  Padura Fuentes, Havana Red 
 
 
T March 8  Padura Fuentes, Havana Blue 
 
R March 10  Padura Fuentes, Havana Blue 
 
 
T March 15  **NO CLASS (Spring Break)** 
 
R March 17  **NO CLASS (Spring Break)** 
 
 
T March 22  Taibo, No Happy Ending 
 
R March 24  Taibo, No Happy Ending 
 
 
T March 29  Taibo, Frontera Dreams 
 
R March 31  Taibo, Frontera Dreams 
 
 
T April 5  Vargas Llosa 
 
R April 7      Vargas Llosa 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T April 12      Research Presentations 
 
R April 14      Research Presentations 
 
 
T April 19  **NO CLASS** 
 
R April 21      Research Presentations 
 
 
T April 26  Conclusions; Course Evaluations  
 
April 29  FINAL PAPERS DUE by 5:00 p.m. 
 
     
These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the 
Professor. 

 
 
University policies and procedures relevant to this course can be found at: 
http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus‐policies. 


