PSCI/PPPE 6335 — Fall 2026: Institutions and Development

Gyu Sang Shim Office Hours: Class Time & Location:
gshim2@utdallas.edu by appointment F 4:00- 6:45 PM
Credit Hours: 3.0

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Economic development varies drastically across countries—some experience sustained growth and
prosperity, while others face persistent corruption, repression, and instability. What drives these
differences? This course examines institutional foundations of economic development, focusing on how
both formal and informal institutions shape growth, governance, and state capacity.

To tackle these questions, we will engage with key debates in political and economic development,
covering topics such as the modernization hypothesis, distributional conflict, government corruption,
and public goods provision. Readings will draw from a wide range of comparative and historical cases to
highlight patterns and exceptions.

Beyond theory, this course emphasizes rigorous empirical research. Students will explore methodologies
designed to identify causal relationships in political economy, including instrumental variables,
regression discontinuity, natural experiments, field experiments, and difference-in-differences. Rather
than focusing on technical details, we will critically evaluate how these approaches have been used to
address major questions in comparative politics.

Throughout the semester, students will develop and refine their own research ideas. They will write
multiple research proposals, present their work in class, and ultimately produce a final research paper.

Course Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

* Understand the interaction between politics and economy at both domestic and international level

* Apply course concepts and analytical tools to explain the political and economic development process
in several regions of the world

* Develop academic writing and analytical skills necessary for conducting research

COURSE PREREQUISITES:

Graduate classification

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:

30%  Class Participation

15%  Research proposal IV

15%  Research proposal DID

40% Final Research Paper (Presentation 12/4; Paper due by 12/12)

CLASS PARTICIPATION:

This class is a discussion seminar, not a lecture course. It is essential that students be prepared to
discuss ALL of the readings each and every class. Many of the works that we will read are a blend of
theory, methods, and substantive empirical analysis, which are aimed at uncovering systematic patterns



or solving puzzles. Class participants should thus be prepared to describe and compare the week’s
required readings from two points of view:

(1) What are the principal substantive arguments being made? What phenomena are the targets of
explanation? Are they clearly identified and defined? Are they defined at the level of
individuals, groups, institutions, states, or other sorts of entities? What variables are proposed
to explain them? At what level are these variables? What causal mechanisms are proposed as
linkages?

(2) What methodological approach is taken to enhance the credibility of those arguments and how
well does it succeed? What kinds of empirical implications of the theory are examined? For
example, over-time changes or corresponding cross-national levels of variables at a single point
in time? Observation or experiment? Evidence of behavioral connections? How are the
important variables measured--quantitative/qualitative approaches? What care is taken to
specify relationships between multiple variables? How are cases selected?

Student responsibilities include leading discussion of one of the readings in each seminar, drawing the
class into describing and comparing the readings substantively and methodologically. (There will be
some flexibility about this depending on the size of the class and the readings for the week.) A one-two
page handout of notes should be provided 24 hours before class.

RESEARCH PROPOSAL:

Students are required to submit and present total two research proposals. Each research proposal must
be based on one of the last three topics covered in class. The goal of this assignment is to develop a
research idea that can serve as the foundation for your final research paper. Your proposal should
include the following sections:

(1) Introduction: Convince your audience that your research is interesting, relevant, and novel. Provide
motivating cases, define your research question clearly, and explain why it matters theoretically and/or
empirically.

(2) Literature Review: Summarize key existing work, including 5 foundational theories or empirical
findings(3 top journal publications e.g., JOP, APSR, AJPS, IO, RIO, JCR, ISQ, AER, B&P, etc., and 2 most
recent studies published within the last 2—3 years), and highlight literature gaps or debates that your
research would address or contribute to.

(3) Theory: Present your main hypotheses and their theoretical explanations. Discuss the underlying
mechanisms and how your theory allows you to reject alternative hypotheses or competing
explanations.

(4) Empirical Design: introduce how you will test your hypotheses, including (a) operationalization
(measurements), (b) identification strategy, and (c) data sources (+ pilot study if possible)

The minimum length of the proposal is 1500 words (excluding references, double-spaced, 12-point font,
and moderate), and you will submit the proposal to eLearning course website by 24 hours before the

class begins. You will give a presentation for 10 mins with slides followed by Q&A during the class hours.

FINAL RESEARCH PAPER:

Students should develop one of their short proposals into a more fully formed paper including literature
review, theory, and detailed discussion of research design and identification strategies. Suggested
length, 3000-4000 words. Final research paper is due by December 12th, and students will give a brief
10-minute presentation of their paper on December 4th.



COURSE AND INSTRUCTOR POLICIES:

Attendance is expected at all classes. Students who are unable to attend due to iliness or any other
reason, should contact the professor prior to the class to receive an excused absence. The University’s
attendance policy requirement is that individual faculty set their course attendance requirements.
Regular and punctual class attendance is expected. Students who fail to attend class regularly are
inviting scholastic difficulty.

CLASS MATERIALS:

The instructor may provide class materials that will be made available to all students registered for this
class as they are intended to supplement the classroom experience. These materials may be
downloaded during the course, however, these materials are for registered students' use only.
Classroom materials may not be reproduced or shared with those not in class or uploaded to other
online environments except to implement an approved Office of Student Access Ability accommodation.
Failure to comply with these University requirements is a violation of the Student Code of Conduct
(https://policy.utdallas.edu/utdsp5003).

CLASS PARTICIPATION:

Regular class participation is expected. Students who fail to participate in class regularly are inviting
scholastic difficulty. A portion of the grade for this course is directly tied to your participation in this
class. It also includes engaging in group or other activities during class that solicit your feedback on
homework assignments, readings, or materials covered in the lectures (and/or labs). Class participation
is documented by faculty. Successful participation is defined as consistently adhering to University
requirements, as presented in this syllabus. Failure to comply with these University requirements is a
violation of the Student Code of Conduct. (https://policy.utdallas.edu/utdsp5003)

CLASS RECORDINGS:

Students are expected to follow appropriate University policies and maintain the security of passwords
used to access recorded lectures. Unless the Office of Student AccessAbility has approved the student to
record the instruction, students are expressly prohibited from recording any part of this course.
Recordings may not be published, reproduced, or shared with those not in the class, or uploaded to
other online environments except to implement an approved Office of Student Access Ability
accommodation. Failure to comply with these University requirements is a violation of the Student Code
of Conduct.

The instructor may record meetings of this course. These recordings will be made available to all
students registered for this class if the intent is to supplement the classroom experience. If the
instructor or a UTD school/department/office plans any other uses for the recordings, consent of the
students identifiable in the recordings is required prior to such use unless an exception is allowed by
law.

COMET CREED:

This creed was voted on by the UT Dallas student body in 2014. It is a standard that
Comets choose to live by and encourage others to do the same:
“As a Comet, | pledge honesty, integrity, and service in all that | do.”

ACADEMIC SUPPORT RESOURCES:

The information contained in the following link lists the University’s academic support resources for all
students. Please see http://go.utdallas.edu/academic-support-resources.



http://go.utdallas.edu/academic-support-resources

UT DALLAS SYLLABUS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES:

The information contained in the following link constitutes the University’s policies and
procedures segment of the course syllabus. Please review the catalog sections regarding the
credit/no credit or pass/fail grading option and withdrawal from class. Please go to
http://go.utdallas.edu/syllabus-policies for these policies.

The descriptions and timelines contained in this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the
Professor.

COURSE OUTLINE AND CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:
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Research Proposal DID
Research proposal using Difference-in-Differences approach by 24 hours before class.
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Final Paper Presentation

Slides for the presentation must be submitted by 24 hours before class.
Students will give 10-minute presentation on their final paper.

Final Paper Due by 12/11



