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Course Syllabus 
 

Course Information 
 

Course Number  HIST 3376 501  

Course Title  American Intellectual History, Colonial to the Civil War  

Term         Spring 2013  

Days & Times  M 7-9:45 

Class Location  JO 3.906 
 

 

Professor Contact Information 

 

Professor’s Name Dr. Marina Ozernov 

Email   mlo041000@utdallas.edu 

Office Location JO 5.712 

Office Hours  6 pm-6:45 pm, by appointment 
 

 

Course Pre-requisites, Co-requisites, and/or Other Restrictions 
 

First-year students require faculty permission 

 

 

Course Description 
 

This course concerns the history of intellectual life in America from its colonial origins to the end of the Civil War. 

It will examine the realms of theology, education, and social and political thought in the general context of the 

relationship between Protestantism and Enlightenment.  

 

Topics discussed will include the development of Protestant Christianity from Puritanism to Evangelicalism; the 

role of the American Enlightenment in the emergence of an American nation; religious, social, and political 

ideologies of Transcendentalism; the complex relationships between abolitionism, proslavery thought, economic 

ideologies, and political sectionalism; and ideas about race and sex. 

 

 

Student Learning Objectives/Outcomes 

 

Students will acquire knowledge of modern schools of thought and of individual thinkers and the ways in 

which they have changed over time by arranging a dialogue between ideas from multiple texts written 

from Colonial Times through the Civil War.  

  

Students will develop ability to interpret texts through close reading and recognizing meaningful 

relationships among the ideas within their historical and ideological contexts. 
 

 

Required Textbooks and Materials 

 

David Hollinger and Charles Capper eds., The American Intellectual Tradition, Vol. I, 6
th

 edition, Oxford 

University Press  

Electronic Course Reserve  

mailto:mlo041000@utdallas.edu
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Recommended Course Materials 
 

Mark Noll. A History of Christianity in the United States and Canada  
Henry F. May. The Divided Heart: Essays on Protestantism and the Enlightenment in America 
Gordon Wood. The American Revolution 
Daniel Walker Howe. The Political Culture of the American Whigs 
Jeffrey Sklansky. The Soul’s Economy: Market Society and Selfhood in American Thought  

 

 

Assignments & Academic Calendar 

 

All readings are to be completed by the assigned dates below. 

 

Week 1   Introduction 

January 14 

 

Week 2  Martin Luther King Day 

January 21  No Class 

 

Unit I. Protestantism: From Early Puritanism to the Great Awakening 
 

Week 3   Puritanism and the Covenant Theology   

January 28  Perry Miller “Errand into the Wilderness”  (Course Electronic Reserve) 

    John Winthrop, “A Modell of Christian Charity” 
1
     

 

Week 4   Old and New Orthodoxy  

February 4  John Cotton, Selection from A Treatise of the Covenant of Grace 

   Anne Hutchinson, “The Examination of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson at the Court at Newton”  

   Roger Williams, The Bloody Tenet of Persecution for Cause of Conscience  

 

Week 5   Great Awakening 

February 11 Cotton Mather, Selection from Bonifacius  

   Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” and 

          Selection from A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections 

   Charles Chauncy, Enthusiasm Described and Caution’d Against 

 

Unit II. American Revolution as an Intellectual Movement  
 

Week 6   Morality and Law 

February 18 Benjamin Franklin, selection from The Autobiography 

   John Adams, A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law 

        Letters 

 

Week 7   “Universal Common Sense” and “Self-Evident Truths” 

February 25 Thomas Paine, Selection from Common Sense  

   Thomas Jefferson, The Declaration of Independence  

         Letters 

   “Brutus,” Selection from “Essays of Brutus” 

                                                
1 Unless indicated otherwise, all primary texts are taken from the course sourcebook: The American 

Intellectual Tradition, Vol I. 
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Week 8      Constitutional Theory 

March 4  James Madison, The Federalist # 10 & 51  

   Alexander Hamilton, “Constitutional Convention Speech on a Plan of Government”   

   Thomas Jefferson, Selection from Notes on the State of Virginia and 

         Letters to Benjamin Rush and Thomas Law 

Week 9  Spring Break 

March 11  No class 

 

Unit III. Religion and Society in the Nineteenth Century 
 

Week 10  Unitarianism, Evangelicalism, and Romantic Organicism 

March 18  William Ellery Channing, “Unitarian Christianity”  

   Lyman Beecher, Selection from A Plea for the West (Course Electronic Reserve) 

    Charles Finney, Selection from Lectures on Revivals of Religion  

   Horace Bushnell, “Christian Nurture” 

   Paper # 1 Due 
  

Week 11   Transcendentalism and Transcendental Political Theory  

March 25  Ralph Waldo Emerson, “The Divinity School Address” and  

        “Self-Reliance” 

   Henry David Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government”  

  

Week 12   The Relationship between Sexes 

April 1  Sarah Grimke, Selection from Letters on the Equality of the Sexes 

   Margaret Fuller, Selection from Woman in the Nineteenth Century  

   Catharine Beecher, Selection from A Treatise on Domestic Economy   

 

IV. Economic Ideologies and Political Polarization 
 

Week 13  Abolitionism 

April 8  William Lloyd Garrison, Selection from Thoughts on African Colonization  

          “Prospectus of The Liberator”  

   Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 

 

Week 14  Capitalism and Democracy 

April 15      George Bancroft, “The Office of the People in Art, Government, Religion”  

   Orestes Brownson, “The Labouring Classes”   

   Henry C. Carey, Selection from The Harmony of Interests 

 

Week 15   The White Southern View and Whig Conservatism 

April 22  John C. Calhoun, Selection from A Disquisition on Government  

   George Fitzhugh, Selection from Sociology for the South  

   Rufus Choate, “Illustrating New England History” (Course Electronic Reserve) 

 

Week 16   The Northern Whigs and Abraham Lincoln 

April 29  Abraham Lincoln, “Speech at Peoria, Illinois” 

   “Address Before the Wisconsin Agricultural Society  

   “Address Delivered at the Dedication of the Cemetery at Gettysburgh”  

   “Second Inaugural Address” 

   Paper #2 Due     
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Grading Policy 

 

Your course work will include two papers, all based on course readings (20% of the course grade); four class 

presentations of source responses (20%); take-home quizzes on current readings (20 %); participation in class 

discussion (20%); and final exam (20%). 

 

A paper will be a 4-5 pages (double-spaced) interpretation of primary texts related to an historical and/or 

ideological context of a correspondent class unit. Neither paper will require additional research or reading outside 

the unit texts. More details will be provided about the specific requirements for these papers.  In the most general 

sense they should demonstrate your ability to draw connections among ideas, texts, and ideological contexts. 

 

A source response will be written in response to one of the readings. The response should consist of a brief 

summary of the text, its argument and perspective, and/or a specific question that the text raises for you and an 

attempt to suggest possible answers to your question. Your question might be one of interpretation (e.g. “what 

does X author mean by Y concept?”) or relationship (e.g. “How is this text (idea) related to some earlier writings 

we have read?”), The source response should be no less than 300 words in length. You are required to do four or 

five source response presentations in the course of the semester, at least one for each unit. You can do no more 

than one presentation per class meeting. The source response must be emailed to the instructor one week before 

that reading is designated in the schedule.  

 

Class participation grades will be determined by the following factors: attendance, frequency of participation, and 

evidence of having read and understood required texts. The assessment will be largely qualitative; if you are 

concerned about how you are doing, feel free to make an appointment with the instructor. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Course & Instructor Policies 

 

All course work must be completed in order to pass the course. 

 

Make-Up Exam 

Make-up exam will be allowed only in a case of medical illness or family emergency; a physician’s note 

or other pertinent documentation will be required to schedule a make-up exam. Failure to take an exam 

will result in failure of the course. 

 

Late Work  

All late papers will be graded down 1/3 letter grade per calendar date late. If you need an extension, you 

must ask in advance, and not on the day the paper is due. Extensions due to scheduling and other 

considerations will be allowed if the request is reasonable and timely. 

 

Class Attendance  

There will be one class meeting per week mostly to take the form of discussion of readings. Students will 

be expected to complete all readings and be prepared to discuss them by the due dates. Attendance and 

participation are mandatory. Failure to attend class on a regular basis will result in failure of the course. 

Excused absences are for the following documented reasons: religious holidays, illness, and family 

emergencies. Examples of unexcused absences include: work was due in another class, you scheduled 

conflicting meeting times, your job required you to work during class time. If you are registered for this 

class, the instructor assumes that you have made the class meeting time available in your schedule. 

Because the class meets only once a week, more than one unexcused absence will result in a drop of one 

full letter grade for the class participation component of the grade; more than two unexcused absences 

will result in a drop of two full letter grades for class participation; more than four unexcused absences 

will result in failure of the course. Persistent lateness will also result in lowered grades. It is your 

responsibility to be in class at the beginning of the meeting. 
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Citizenship  

Respect for your fellow students is a requisite for all serious education. Please treat all members of the 

class with respect. Rude comments, ridiculing the comments of others, or characterizing the views of 

others with derogatory terms are examples of unacceptable behavior. You are free to disagree with fellow 

students and the instructor (and are encouraged to do so), but do this in the spirit of intellectual exchange. 

 

Turn off all cell phones and other devices while in class. No laptops will be allowed unless you receive 

specific permission from the instructor. While in class please give the class your full attention; do not 

have side conversations with other students, pass notes, or work on material for other classes.  

 

Plagiarism and scholastic dishonesty are serious issues; any student found engaging in academic 

dishonesty will be dealt with according to university policy. It is your responsibility to know what 

plagiarism is. You should always feel free to raise questions or ask for clarification about issues that you 

are unclear about. If you have questions about the class or problems with the material you should make 

an appointment to see the instructor. 

 

Nothing in this syllabus will be held to conflict with university policies. If you have concerns about those 

policies and how they apply, please consult the university regulations available on the UTD website. 
 

 

 

The descriptions and timelines contained in this syllabus are subject to change  

 

 


