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Spring 2006

Thonmas Ricci o, Professor, Performance Studies
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Class times: Saturday, 10-12:45

Ofice hours: TR 1-3 and by Arrangenent

Ofice location: JO 4.920

Class location: Green 4.208 and South Side on Lamar

DESCRI PTI ON OF COURSE

Over the past decade installation art has achi eved nai nstream
status within contenporary visual and performance culture. Its
presence has had an inpact not only on art and performance, but
al so on a broad range of entertainnents such as Disney Wrld,
fashi on shows, nedia design and presentation, architectural
environnents, and club and consuner culture. These new
"imersive" installations and performances reflect our cul tural
desire for sensual pleasure, the creation of a new narrative
experience, an egalitarian space where the viewer/spectator is
totally enveloped in, and interactive with, a hernetic

envi ronnment/ experience. Installation refuses to accept fixed
boundari es, collaborating with other non-art areas, sites, and
concer ns.

Thi s course, New Media Installation and Perfornmance, enbraces an
expansi ve definition of art, and acknow edges the blurring
boundari es between the arts, between fine art and commercial art,
| ow and high art and technol ogy, and between art and science. The

course will provide students with theory, history, and practice
of employing installation and performance art with technol ogy as
a means of extending personal artistic practice. Enphasis will be

on practical experience in the conceptualization and production
of collaborative, experinental, trans-disciplinary artistic
expr essi on.

REQUI RED TEXTS:

Installation Art in the New MIlennium The Enpire of the Senses
(Paperback) by N colas De Oiveira, N cola Oxley, and M chae
Petry

Thames & Hudson, 2004, |SBN. 0500284512

Site Specific Art: Performance Pl ace and Docunentation
(Paper back) By N ck Kaye, Routl edge, 2000, |SBN: 0-415-18559-9

T.A. Z.: The Tenporary Autononous Zone (Paperback)
by Haki m Bey Autononedia, 2nd edition, 2003, |SBN. 1570271518
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COURSE REQUI REMENTS/ EVALUATI ON

- This is a studio course requiring the active participation of
students. Requirenents include: Conpletion of required
readi ng and active discussion of material and issues raised
by the course.

- A wor kbook documenting the student’s new nedia installation
cl ass exerci ses and the student’s Creative nethods,
process, and project.

- The course will include a nunmber of in and out of class
exerci ses.

- The course will end with the presentation of a group or
i ndi vidual installation and/or performance. These fi nal
projects will evolve fromthe student’s interests and

i nvestigations, and may or may not involve performance.

GRADI NG 1000pt scal e

Exerci ses 50%
Artist Wrkbook 25%
Fi nal project 25%

Late or inconplete work is not acceptable
Incompletes will not be given in this class
Pl agi ari sm and cheating is unacceptabl e
All dates and assignnents are subject to change
Assignnments will be made with anple time for conpletion given
pl ease be alert to alterations or corrections in the schedule

Attendance Policy: It is a once a week class, so: Two (2)
unexcused absences perm tted; however each subsequent unexcused

absence will result in the |lowering of one full letter grade
per absence. Two late arrivals (30 mnutes + after the hour
unl ess |l ateness is pre-arranged) will count as one absence.

Note: No Gum Chewi ng or Eating in O ass. Soft Drinks, Coffee,
and water permtted.

WVEEKLY ASSI GNVENTS

14 January Introductions, Organization, Objectives
New Medi a?
Read: TAZ
21 January The Tenporary Autononous Zone
Under st andi ng where your are
Ready Made Exerci se

28 January Pl ace and Space
Read: Installation Art in the New M| | enni um

4 February Inherited artistic/Aesthetic Forns
Instincts, Approaches and Mt hods
Charting Exercise
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11 February Exterior to Interior to Exterior
Di spl ay and Presentati on Exercise

18 February Envi ronnments, Functional Sites, Self-Sufficient
Machi nes
Sound Exerci se

25 February The I n-between Space
Artist as Trickster
Create a Personal Mni Site Exercise

4 March Site-Specific
The Opposition between Ideal and Real Space
Read: Site Specific Art

11 March ¥*¥*E**Spring Break*****
Read: Pl aces and Non- Pl aces

18 March  Systens rather than objects
Systemis real not inmagined
Reveal the Formand the Site

Site Anal ysis:

H story, character, narrative & Hybrid of Space

25 March D sorder the Senses
the Artist Brings O der
Al l owi ng Thi ngs to Happen
Prelimnary:
Install ati on/ Performance articul ati ons

1 April Presence endows place, creates space w th unique
di stinction
Gat hering of Sources:
actions, relationship and Material s

8 April Psychi ¢ nomadi sm
the Intensification of everyday life
The Everyday as Performance
Reveal i ng and Acting out the Site

15 April Artist as Archivist, Activist, Trickster
Expel or Incorporate
The System
The exchange between site, material, and the body

22 April South Side on Lamar
Urban Arts Festival

29 April What is your perspective?
The open end
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Wor kbook revi ews
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