Report of Core Curriculum committee for AY 2003
John H. Hoffman, Chair

The Core Curriculum Committee, which consisted of the Associate Deans for Undergraduate
Education, met as needed to review applications for additions to the Core Curriculum. The Core
Course requirements were revised several years ago in response to Senate Bill 148. In keeping
with Senate Bill 148, courses included in UTD’s Core Curriculum must demonstrate exemplary
educational objectives and be executed with exemplary educational practices. The goal of each
course in the Core should be to insure that students master fundamentally essential concepts and
skills in a component area. For many students, a Core Course many be their only exposure to an
entire academic domain. As such, Core Courses should not be narrow, particularistic or
idiosyncratic. Rather, they should be introductory- or foundation-level treatments of at least a
major portion of the domain encompassed by the component. See the description of each
component which is appended to this report.

The School of Arts and Humanities was asked to review the list of history courses in the Core
Master list. Most of the American History courses were on that list. The School submitted a
revised list, deleting many courses, moving others to lower division status and redesigning the
content of some. See the attachment for the current list of all core courses and the dates when
they were offered. The history courses are included in this list..

In addition, the Committee approved HIST 3395, Native Americans of the Nineteenth Century,
as an addition to the core.

HIST 2301, 23XX, 23YY and 2331 have been replaced by HIST 1301, 1302, 2330 and 2331
(revised).

PHIL 1301, Introduction to Philosophy, was approved as a Core course.

GEOS 3321, Geology, Resources, and Environment of Latin America, was approved.




UTD Core Curriculum: 42 hours

A. Communication (6 hours)

English Rhetoric and Composition (6 hours): At least one course that requires student to learn to
communicate effectively in clear and correct prose and to master several modes of writing, including
descriptive, expository, narrative and self-expressive. Other courses may require students to master more
specific forms of writing tailored to the professional standards in their major field of study. All courses
require that students write, received detailed feedback about, and revise at least 15 double-spaced pages.

B. Mathematics and Quantitative Methods (6 hours)
College Math (3 hours): Requires students to master the formal principles of algebra or calculus at a level
higher than high school algebra 11.

Quantitative Methods (3 hours): Requires students to master logical reasoning and inference; the
application of mathematical concepts; statistical methods; or formal principles of algebra, calculus or
advanced mathematics beyond the College Math requirement.

C. Natural Science (9 hours)
Science (9 hours): Introductory or foundations-level treatment of fields of inquiry in the natural sciences.

Laboratory Science: At least one course must have a substantial laboratory component.

D. Humanities and Fine Arts (6hours)
Visual and Performing Arts (3 hours): Introductory or foundations-level treatment of one or more of the
visual or performing arts.

Humanities (3 hours): Introductory or foundations-level treatment of literature, philosophy, cultural
studies, modern language or classic language.

E. Social and Behavioral Sciences (15 hours)
U.S. and Texas History (6 hours): Courses in United States and Texas history that satisfy state law.

U.S. and Texas Government and Politics (6 hours): Courses that satisfy state law requiring 6 semester
hours or the equivalent in government or political science that include consideration of the Constitution of
the United States and the constitutions of the states, with special emphasis on the Texas Constitution.

Social and Behavioral Science (3 hours): Introductory- or foundation-level treatments of any one or
combination of topic areas dealing with the scientific inquiry of human behavior and social systems at the
level of individuals, groups, societies, political systems, economic systems, management systems or
cultures. Approaches topics from a scientific perspective rather than a historical, philosophical, or
applications perspective.
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