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Executive Order RP31 - January 22, 2004

Relating to accountability of higher education systems and institutions.

BY THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
Executive Department

Austin, Texas

January 22, 2004

WHEREAS, the people of the State of Texas expect the state to provide the highest quality of higher
education; and

WHEREAS, Texas public institutions of higher education and the systems in which they operate are
funded by both public funds and tuition paid by private citizens; and

WHEREAS, the public has the right to demand complete accountability for its investment in institutions
of education; and

WHEREAS, public K-12 education has been required to provide comprehensive accountability to the
citizens of Texas for more than 10 years; and

WHEREAS, systems and institutions of higher education must be able to clearly define the need for
additional state-funding in a manner which will justify the public's continued investment of resources;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rick Perry, Governor of the State of Texas, by virtue of the power and
authority vested in me by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do hereby order the following:

The boards of regents for public institutions of higher education in the state shall direct that
each institution and system work with the Higher Education Coordinating Board to create a
comprehensive system of accountability.

This system will provide the citizens of Texas, the Governor, and the Legislature with the
information necessary to determine the effectiveness and quality of the education students
receive at individual institutions. It will also provide the basis to evaluate the institutions' use of
state resources.

This system of accountability shall be approved by the Boards of Regents and the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board no later than December 17, 2004.

This executive order supersedes all previous orders inconsistent with its terms and shall remain in effect
and in full force until modified, amended, rescinded, or superseded by me or by a succeeding Governor.

Given under my hand this the 22nd day of January, 2004.

RICK PERRY
Governor

ATTESTED BY:

GEOFFREY S. CONNOR
Secretary of State
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