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EDUCATIONAL HISTORY 
 

B.A.  Hamilton College, June, 1972. 

 

M.A. University of Connecticut, June 1972 

 

Ph.D. University of Connecticut, June 1977.  (Dissertation: “The United States and Venezuela, 

1908-1948,” under the direction of Dr. Thomas G. Paterson.) 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Ashbel Smith Chair, 2011-2013 

 

Arts and Humanities Endowed Chair, UTD, 2007-2010. 

 

Professor of History, UTD, 1988-2007. 

 

Associate Professor of History, UTD, 1982-1988. 

 

Assistant Professor of History, UTD, 1977-1982. 

 

Instructor of History, University of Hartford, Hartford, CT, 1976-1977. 

 

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

I conduct research in the history of U.S. foreign relations, with a special interest in the history of 

U.S. relations with Latin America.  In addition, I have a teaching interest in the history of slavery 

in the Americas.  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

mailto:rabe@utdallas.edu


Society for the Historians of American Foreign Relations (SHAFR).  Elected to Executive 

Council of SHAFR twice; appointed Program Co-Chair twice; nominated for presidency of 

SHAFR in 2008. 

 

Organization of American Historians (OAH) 

 

American Historical Association (AHA)  

 

 

HONORS 
 

Ashbel Smith Chair, 2011- 

 

Arts and Humanities Endowed Chair, UTD, 2007-11 

 

Fulbright Senior Specialist, Fulbright Commissio, Quito, Ecuador, 2012. 

 

Fulbright Senior Specialist, Fulbright Commission, Quito, Ecuador, 2008. 

 

Fulbright Senior Specialist, Fulbright Commission, Buenos Aires and Rio Quarto, Argentina, 

2006. 

 

Fulbright Bicentennial Chair in American Studies, University of Helsinki, Finland, 2005-2006. 

 

Marjorie Allen Skotheim Lecturer, Whitman, College Walla Walla, Washington, 2004. 

 

U.S. State Department Lecturer, Recife and Brasília, Brazil, 2003-2004. 

 

Polykarp Kusch Lectureship, UTD, 2000.  

 

Mary Ball Washington Professor of American History, University College Dublin, Ireland, 1990-

1991. 

 

 

 

AWARDS 
 

Stuart L. Bernath Book Prize for Eisenhower and Latin America.  The Society for Historians of 

American Foreign Relations (SHAFR) awarded this prize in 1989 for the best book in the field of 

international history. 

 

Stuart L. Bernath Lectureship.  SHAFR awarded this prize in 1988 for being the outstanding 

younger scholar in the field of U.S. foreign relations.  

 



Harvey O. Johnson Prize for The Road to OPEC.   The Southwest Council on Latin American 

Studies (SCOLAS) awarded this prize in 1983 for the best book by a member of the 

organization. 

 

AMOCO Foundation Outstanding Teaching Award, UTD, 1982. 

 

Phi Beta Kappa, University of Connecticut, 1976. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIPS 
 

Special Faculty Developments Awards, UTD, 2008-2009; 2003-2004; 1996-1997. 

 

Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation Fellowships, 1993; 1978. 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Travel to Collections Fellowship, 1988. 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) Fellowship for Independent Study and Research, 

1985-1986. 

 

Albert J. Beveridge Grant for Research in American History, American Historical Association, 

1984. 

 

Rockefeller Archive Center Fellowship, 1981. 

 

Herbert Hoover Presidential Award, 1979. 

 

Harry S. Truman Library Institute Award, 1978. 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt Institute Award, 1974. 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 

BOOKS 

 

The Killing Zone: The United States Wages Cold War in Latin America.  New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2011.  

 

John F. Kennedy: World Leader.  Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books, 2010. 

 

U.S. Intervention in British Guiana:  A Cold War Story.  Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 2005.  

 

Debating the Kennedy Presidency.  Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003 (with James 

Giglio). 



 

 The Most Dangerous Area in the World: John F. Kennedy Confronts Communist Revolution in 

Latin America.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999.               

 

Eisenhower and Latin America: The Foreign Policy of Anticommunism.  Chapel Hill: University 

of North Carolina Press, 1988. 

 

The Road to OPEC: United States Relations with Venezuela, 1919-1976.  Austin: University of 

Texas Press, 1982. 

 

Imperial Surge: The United States Abroad, 1890's-Early 1900's.  Lexington, Mass: D.C. Heath 

& Co., 1992 (with Thomas G. Paterson). 

 

Slavery in American Society.  3rd edition.  Lexington, Mass: D.C. Heath & Co., 1993 (with 

Richard D. Brown and Lawrence Goodheart).  

 

Slavery in American Society. 2nd ed.  Lexington, Mass.: D.C. Heath & Co., 1976 (with Richard 

D. Brown). 

 

ARTICLES 

 

“Eisenhower and Latin America.”  In Chester J. Pach, Jr, ed., A Companion to Dwight D. 

Eisenhower.  Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, forthcoming. 

 

Roundtable on Tanya Harmer, Allende’s Chile. H-DIPLO,  24 September 2012, pp. 1-32. 

http://www.h-net.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/Roundtable-XIV-2.pdf   

 

“Response.”  Roundtable on The Killing Zone: The United States Wages Cold War in Latin 

America. 

H-DIPLO 29 March 2012, pp. 1-28. 

http://www.hnet.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/Roundtable-XIII-21.pdf 

 

“Cold War Presidents: Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon Baines Johnson, and 

Richard M. Nixon: The Scholarly Literature,” in Frank Costigliola, ed., America in the World: 

The Historiography of American Foreign Relations since 1941, 2
nd

 ed. (New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 2013). 

 

“John F. Kennedy” in Christopher Nichols, et al., eds., The Oxford Encyclopedia of American 

Military and Diplomatic History.  (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013). 

 

“Human Rights, Latin America, and the Cold War,” Diplomatic History 36 (January 2012): 231-

36. 

 

“John F. Kennedy and the American Dream.”  The Estonian Journal of English Studies, 2: No.1 

(2011): 125-38.   

 

http://www.h-net.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/Roundtable-XIV-2.pdf
http://www.hnet.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/
http://www.hnet.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/


“Theodore Roosevelt, the Panama Canal and the Roosevelt Corollary: Sphere of Influence 

Diplomacy.”  In A Companion to Theodore Roosevelt, edited by Serge Ricard.  New York: 

Blackwell, 2011, pp. 274-92. 

 

 “A Question of Power: U.S. Relations with Latin America.” Diplomatic History 34 (2010): 447-

53. 

 

“Eisenhower, Kennedy et l‟Amérique latine: Changement ou continuité?”  In Les relations  

  interaméricaines en perspective: entre crises et alliances.  Edited by Isabelle Vagnoux 

  and Daniel van Eeuwen.  Paris: Institut des Amériques, 2009.  Pp. 37-46.  

               

 “The Engendering of Anticommunism and Fear in Chile‟s 1964 Presidential Election.”  H-Diplo 

Article Reviews.  No. 211. 5 February 2009. 
 http://www.h-net.org/%7Ediplo/reviews/PDF/Rabe-Power.pdf                
 

“Dorm Rooms and Cheap Hotels We Have Known: Tales from Twelve Summers at SHAFR.”  

Passport 39 (January 2009): 37-39 (with Douglas Little).  

 

“Texas, la clave de „supermartes.‟” Perfil, 1 Marzo de 2008, p. 26. 

              

“The United States, Latin America, and the Cold War: A Historiographic and Interpretive 

 Essay.”  The New England Journal of History 64 (Fall 2007): 67-89. 

 

“Hunt and the Historians,” H-Diplo Roundtables, 8, No. 17 (2007), 14-19.    
 http://hnet.org/~diplo/roundtables/PDF/AmericanAscendancy-   Roundtable.pdf 

 

 “The U.S. War against Fidel Castro: The First Ten Years, 1959-1969.”  Revista Jurídica de la 

 Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad Nacional de Mar del Plata 2, No.2 (2008): 73-86. 

 

“‟No Basis for Suspicion Election May Be Rigged‟: The Johnson Administration, the CIA, 

and the Caribbean, 1964-1968.”  Diplomatic History 31 (November 2007):953-57. 

 

“The Johnson Doctrine.”  Presidential Studies Quarterly 36 (March 2006): 68-78.       

 

“Es Importante para Latinoamérica la contienda  George W. Bush-John F. Kerry?” In Las 

Elecciones de los Estados Unidos y el Impacto Global, edited by Luis M. Savino.  Buenos Aires: 

Fundación Centro de Estudios Americanos, 2004, pp. 69-76. 

 

“The U.S. Intervention in Guatemala: The Documentary Record.”  Diplomatic History 28 

(November 2004):785-90. 

 

“Debate Without End: Vietnam, 25 Year Later.”  Polykarp Kusch Lecture Series: Concerns of 

the Lively Mind.  University of Texas at Dallas, 2004. 

 

“U.S. Relations with Latin America, 1961 to the Present: A Historiographic Review.” In A 

Companion to American Foreign Relations, edited by Robert D. Schulzinger.  Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishing, 2003, pp. 387-403.    

http://www.h-net.org/~diplo/reviews/PDF/Rabe-Power.pdf


  

“The United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean Since 1961.”  In American Foreign 

Relations since 1600: A Guide to the Literature, 2 vols., edited by Robert L. Beisner.  Santa 

Barbara: ABC Clio, 2003,  pp. 1505-1562. 

 

"The Caribbean Triangle: Betancourt, Castro and Trujillo and United States Foreign Policy, 

1958-1963." In Empire and Revolution: The United States and the Third World since 1945, 

edited by Peter L. Hahn and Mary Ann Heiss.  Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 2001, 

pp. 48-70. 

 

"After the Missiles of October: John F. Kennedy and Cuba, November 1962 to November 

1963." Presidential Studies Quarterly, 30 (December 2000): 713-24. 

               

"Modernization Theory and the Alliance for Progress."  H-DIPLO@H-NET.MSU.EDU (15  

October 2000): 1-5.  

 

"John F. Kennedy and Latin America: The 'Thorough, Reliable, and Accurate Record' (Almost)."  

Diplomatic History, 23 (Summer 1999): 539-52. 

                                                                                 

"John F. Kennedy and Constitutionalism, Democracy, and Human Rights in Latin America: 

Promise and Performance."  New England Journal of History, 52 (Fall 1995): 38-57. 

 

"Eisenhower Revisionism: The Scholarly Debate," in Michael J. Hogan, ed., America  in the 

World: The Historiography of American Foreign Relations since 1941.  New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1995, pp. 300-25. 

               

"The Caribbean Triangle: Betancourt, Castro, and Trujillo and United States Foreign Policy, 

1958-1963." Diplomatic History, 20 (Winter1996): 55-78. 

 

"The Presidency," in David W. Dent (ed.), U.S.-Latin American Policymaking. Westport, CT: 

Greenwood Press, 1995. pp. 248-74.            

 

"The Department of State and Fidel Castro's Cuba: The Official Documentary Record," 

 Documentary Editing 15 (December 1993): 93-96. 

 

"Vietnam: The War America Tried to Lose?" in T.G. Fraser and Keith Jeffrey (eds.), Men,  

 Women and War.  Dublin, The Lilliput Press, 1993, pp. 227-38. 

 

"Eisenhower Revisionism: A Decade of Scholarship," Diplomatic History, 17 

(Winter 1993): 97-115. 

"Reports of Our Demise Are Greatly Exaggerated," Diplomatic History, 16 (Summer 1992): 

481-86. 

 

"The Cuban Missile Crisis Revisited," Irish Studies in International Affairs, 3, No.3 (1991): 59-

65. 

 



"The Historiography of Slavery in the United States," University College, Dublin History 

Review, 5 (1991): 20-26. 

 

 

"The Clues Didn't Check Out: Commentary on 'The CIA and Castillo Armas,'" Diplomatic 

History, (Winter 1990): 87-95. 

 

"Marching Ahead (Slowly): The Historiography of Inter-American Relations," Diplomatic 

History, 13 (Summer 1989): 297-316. 

 

"Dulles, Latin America, and Cold War Anticommunism," in Richard Immerman (ed.), John 

Foster Dulles and the Diplomacy of the Cold War.  Princeton: Princeton University  

Press, 1989, pp. 159-87. 

  

"Controlling Revolutions: Latin America, the Alliance for Progress, and Cold War Anti- 

 Communism" in Thomas G. Paterson (ed.), Kennedy's Quest for Victory.  New York: Oxford 

 University Press, 1989, pp. 105-22. 

 

"Historic Patterns of Intervention: U.S. Relations with Latin America,” Latin American Research 

Review, 23, No.2 (1988): 206-213. 

 

"Eisenhower and the Overthrow of Rafael Trujillo," Conflict Quarterly, 6 (Winter 1986): 34-44. 

 

"Eisenhower and Latin America: Arms and Dictators," Peace and Change, 11 (Spring 1985): 49-

61. 

 

"The Johnson (Eisenhower?) Doctrine for Latin America," Diplomatic History, 9 (Winter 1985): 

94-100. 

 

"The Elusive Conference: United States Economic Relations with Latin America, 1945- 

1952," Diplomatic History, 2 (Summer 1978):  279-94. 

 

 "Anglo-American Rivalry for Venezuelan Oil, 1919-1929."  Mid-America, 58 (April-July, 

1976): 97-110. 

 

"Energy for War: United States Oil Diplomacy in Latin America during World War II."  In 

Proceedings of the Citadel Conference on War and Diplomacy, 1976.  Edited by David H. 

White.  Charleston, 1976. 

 

"Inter-American Military Cooperation, 1944-1951," World Affairs, 137 (Fall 1974): 132-49. 

  

ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES 

 

Eighteen articles and entries in various encyclopedias. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 



 

One hundred-fourteen (114) reviews published in scholarly journals and newspapers. 

 

 

TEACHING 
 

Undergraduate Courses Offered at UTD: 

 

HIST 3369: U.S. Foreign Relations 

HIST 3370: The American Experience in Vietnam 

HIST 3379: U.S. Relations with Latin America 

HIST 3382: U.S. since 1945 

 

Graduate Courses Offered at UTD 

 

HIST 6325: 20
th

 Century Topics: U.S. Relations with Latin America 

HIST 6326: U.S. Foreign Relations  

HIST 6327: U.S. since 1945 

HIST 6332: Slavery in America  

 

HUHI 6343: The American Experience in Vietnam 

HUHI 6344: The 1960s 

HUHI 7315: America in the Age of Terrorism 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL TEACHING 
 

I have taught courses or lectured in the following countries: 

 

Argentina, 

Austria 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

Czech Republic 

England (UK) 

France 

Germany 

Ecuador 

Estonia 

Finland 

Ireland 

Mexico 

Northern Ireland (UK) 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Wales (UK) 



  

U.S TEACHING 
 

I have lectured or conducted seminars and colloquiums at the following universities in the United 

States: 

 

Clark University 

Hamilton College 

Louisiana Tech University 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Ohio University 

Ohio State University 

Texas Christian University 

University of Connecticut 

University of Oklahoma 

University of Texas at Austin 

Whitman College 

Yale University 


