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University of Texas at Dallas Title:Take Back the Night
      Date (Time):April 11, 2006
      (8 p.m.)
      Location:Starts in front of UTD Police Department
      Description:A History of Take Back The Night

      Take Back the Night’s roots may lie in 1877 when women protested the fear 
      and violence they experienced in the night-time streets of London, 
      England. 

      Others believe that the first rally occurred in 1976 when women attending 
      the International Tribunal on Crimes Against Women lit candles and took to 
      the moonlit streets of Belgium to denounce the continuation of violence 
      against women. While the origins of Take Back the Night may be disputed, 
      its impact is undeniable. Since its inception, thousands of marches and 
      rallies bearing the name Take Back the Night have taken place worldwide. 

      The hope of Take Back the Night made its way stateside in 1978 when 
      protesters in San Francisco invoked the slogan following an 
      anti-pornography conference. On that night, those who had been adversely 
      affected by pornography openly shared their stories with those who had 
      gathered. Today, survivor speakouts are an inseparable part of Take Back 
      the Night. Most present-day rallies offer survivors of violence an 
      opportunity to give voice to their experiences and publicly affirm their 
      transition from victim to survivor.

      Common components of Take Back the Night rallies include candlelight 
      vigils, empowerment marches, and survivor testimonials. The goals and 
      specific features of a TBTN rally are just as varied as its vast array of 
      supporters. Throughout its history, Take Back the Night has inspired both 
      women and men to confront a myriad of social ills, including rape, sexual 
      violence, domestic violence, violence against children, and violence 
      against women. The unifying theme throughout these diverse topics is the 
      assertion that all human beings have the right to be free from violence, 
      the right to be heard, and the right to reclaim those rights if they are 
      violated.
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