
disapproved by the board, unless the program is subsequently
specifically approved by the legislature.
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 3072, ch. 1024, art. 1, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.
1, 1971.

Sec.A61.055. INITIATION OF NEW DEPARTMENTS, SCHOOLS, AND
PROGRAMS; PARTNERSHIPS OR AFFILIATIONS.AA(a) Except as otherwise
provided by law, a new department, school, or degree or certificate
program approved by the board or its predecessor, the Texas
Commission on Higher Education, may not be initiated by any
institution of higher education until the board has made a written
finding that the department, school, or degree or certificate
program is adequately financed by legislative appropriation, by
funds allocated by the board, or by funds from other sources.

(b)AAA general academic teaching institution or medical and
dental unit may establish a partnership or affiliation with another
entity to offer or conduct courses for academic credit or to offer
or operate a degree program if:

(1)AAthe governing board or other appropriate official
of the institution or unit determines that the partnership or
affiliation is:

(A)AAconsistent with the role and mission
established for the institution or unit;

(B)AAin accordance with the degree and certificate
programs authorized to be offered by the institution or unit; and

(C)AAconsistent with the role and mission of the
university system, if any, to which the institution or unit
belongs;

(2)AAthe partnership or affiliation is approved by the
coordinating board; or

(3)AAthe partnership or affiliation is established to
secure or provide clinical or other similar practical educational
experience in connection with a course or degree program authorized
to be offered by the institution or unit.
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 3072, ch. 1024, art. 1, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.
1, 1971. Amended by Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 260, Sec. 11, eff.
Sept. 1, 1993; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1447, Sec. 1, eff. June 17,
2001.

Sec.A61.056. REVIEW OF LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING ADDITIONAL
INSTITUTIONS.AAAny proposed statute which would establish an
additional institution of higher education, except a public junior
college, shall be submitted, either prior to introduction or by the
standing committee considering the proposed statute, to the board
for its opinion as to the state ’s need for the institution. The
board shall report its findings to the governor and the
legislature. A recommendation that an additional institution is
needed shall require the favorable vote of at least two-thirds of
the members of the board. A recommendation of the board shall not
be considered a condition precedent to the introduction or passage
of any proposed statute.
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 3072, ch. 1024, art. 1, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.
1, 1971.

Sec.A61.057. PROMOTION OF TEACHING EXCELLENCE.AATo achieve
excellence in the teaching of students at institutions and agencies
of higher education, the board shall:

(1)AAdevelop and recommend:
(A)AAminimum faculty compensation plans, basic

increment programs, and incentive salary increases;
(B)AAminimum standards for faculty appointment,

advancement, promotion, and retirement;
(C)AAgeneral policies for faculty teaching loads,

and division of faculty time between teaching, research,
administrative duties, and special assignments;

(D)AAfaculty improvement programs, including a
plan for sabbatical leaves, appropriate for the junior and senior
colleges and universities, respectively; and

(E)AAminimum standards for academic freedom,
academic responsibility, and tenure;

(2)AApursue vigorously and continuously a goal of
having all college and university academic classes taught by
persons holding the minimum of an earned master ’s degree or its
equivalent in academic training, creative work, or professional
accomplishment;

(3)AAexplore, promote, and coordinate the use of
educational television among institutions of higher education and
encourage participation by public and private schools and private
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institutions of higher education in educational television;
(4)AAconduct, and encourage the institutions of higher

education to conduct, research into new methods, materials, and
techniques for improving the quality of instruction and for the
maximum utilization of all available teaching techniques, devices,
and resources, including but not limited to large classes, team
teaching, programmed instruction, interlibrary exchanges, joint
libraries, specially-designed facilities, visual aids, and other
innovations that offer promise for superior teaching or for meeting
the need for new faculty members to teach anticipated larger
numbers of students; and

(5)AAassume initiative and leadership in providing
through the institutions of higher education in the state those
programs and offerings which will achieve the objectives set forth
in Section 61.002 of this code.
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 3072, ch. 1024, art. 1, Sec. 1, eff. Sept.
1, 1971.

Sec.A61.0572. CONSTRUCTION FUNDS AND DEVELOPMENT OF PHYSICAL
PLANTS.AA(a) To assure efficient use of construction funds and the
orderly development of physical plants to accommodate projected
college student enrollments, the board shall carry out the duties
prescribed by this section and Section 61.058 of this code.

(b)AAThe board shall:
(1)AAdetermine formulas for space utilization in all

educational and general buildings and facilities at institutions of
higher education;

(2)AAdevise and promulgate methods to assure maximum
daily and year-round use of educational and general buildings and
facilities, including but not limited to maximum scheduling of day
and night classes and maximum summer school enrollment;

(3)AAconsider plans for selective standards of
admission when institutions of higher education approach capacity
enrollment;

(4)AArequire, and assist the public technical
institutes, public senior colleges and universities, medical and
dental units, and other agencies of higher education in developing
long-range campus master plans for campus development;

(5)AAendorse, or delay until the next succeeding
session of the legislature has the opportunity to approve or
disapprove, the proposed purchase of any real property by an
institution of higher education, except a public junior college;

(6)AAdevelop and publish standards, rules, and
regulations to guide the institutions and agencies of higher
education in making application for the approval of new
construction and major repair and rehabilitation of all buildings
and facilities regardless of proposed use; and

(7)AAascertain that the standards and specifications
for new construction, repair, and rehabilitation of all buildings
and facilities are in accordance with Article 9102, Revised
Statutes.

(c)AAThe board in consultation with institutions of higher
education shall develop space standards for new construction or
other capital improvement projects at public senior colleges and
universities and medical and dental units that address the
differences in space requirements in teaching, research, and public
service activities for those institutions. The standards developed
under this subsection shall not be used to determine space needs for
those projects related to clinical care facilities.

(d)(1) The board, for purposes of state funding, may review
and approve as an addition to an institution ’s educational and
general buildings and facilities inventory any improved real
property acquired by gifts or lease-purchase only if:

(A)AAthe institution requests to place the
improved real property on its educational and general buildings and
facilities inventory; and

(B)AAthe value of the improved real property is
more than $300,000 at the time the institution requests the
property to be added to the educational and general buildings and
facilities inventory.

(2)AAThis subsection does not apply to gifts, grants,
or lease-purchase arrangements intended for clinical or research
facilities.

(e)AAApproval of the board is not required to acquire real
property that is financed by bonds issued under Section 55.17(e)(3)
or (4), 55.1713-55.1718, 55.1721-55.1728, 55.1735(a)(1), 55.174,
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